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Colorado Drought
Middle School Hazard Lesson
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Setting the Stage
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 Impacts of drought on the Colorado River in the Southwest U.S.  
 Photo Credit: USGS https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2004/3062/
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https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2004/3062/
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Driving Question:
What can we learn from past drought events to prepare for 
future drought?

Learning Goals:
• Analyze drought data to identify patterns of drought 

history and risk in Colorado. 
• Communicate information about the causes and effects 

of drought in your community. Explain what community 
members should do in response to a drought.
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KWL Chart
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Part 1: Drought, wildfire, and weather: What’s 
the connection in Colorado?
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Drought, wildfire, and weather: What’s the 
connection in Colorado?

Watch: Drought News Clip
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NERthvNN_I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NERthvNN_I
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Drought, wildfire, and weather: What’s the 
connection in Colorado?
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Watch: Assessing Drought in the United States 

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7F6QwRqyVI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7F6QwRqyVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7F6QwRqyVI
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Drought Categories
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United States Drought Monitor Drought Classification 
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/AbouttheData/DroughtClassification.aspx
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Drought, wildfire, and weather: What’s the 
connection in Colorado?
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Jigsaw Station 1: Drought Causes and Impacts

Read: NOAA Drought in America: Slow moving, far reaching

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.noaa.gov/explainers/drought-in-america-slow-moving-far-reaching
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Jigsaw Station 1: Drought Causes and Impacts

Read: NOAA Drought in America: Slow moving, far reaching
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Jigsaw Station 1: Drought Preparation & 
Response

View: NOAA To Escape Drought, Slow and Steady Wins the Race

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/videos/video-escape-drought-slow-and-steady-wins-race
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/videos/video-escape-drought-slow-and-steady-wins-race
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Interpret: Drought History in Colorado graph

12

Jigsaw Station 2: Drought History in Colorado
Drought in Colorado from 2000-2020
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Interpret: US Drought Monitor Map
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Jigsaw Station 2: Drought History in Colorado
US Drought Monitor Map: Colorado, 12/4/2018  
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https://www.climate.gov/maps-data/data-snapshots/usdroughtmonitor-weekly-ndmc-2018-12-04?theme=Drought
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View and Read: Intense drought in the U.S. Southwest persisted throughout 2018

Jigsaw Station 3: 2018 American Southwest 
Drought 

US Drought Monitor Map: 1/2/2018  

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.climate.gov/USdrought2018
https://www.climate.gov/USdrought2018
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View and Read: Intense drought in the U.S. Southwest persisted throughout 2018

Jigsaw Station 3: 2018 American Southwest 
Drought 

US Drought Monitor Map: 12/25/2018  

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.climate.gov/USdrought2018
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View and Read: Intense drought in the U.S. Southwest persisted throughout 2018

Jigsaw Station 3: 2018 American Southwest 
Drought 
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https://www.climate.gov/USdrought2018
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Jigsaw Station 4: Observations of the 2018 
Drought in Colorado

Explore: CoCoRAHS Drought Condition Monitoring Map

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.cocorahs.org/Maps/conditionmonitoring/
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Jigsaw Station 5: Current Drought Conditions in 
Colorado

Explore: Drought.gov

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.drought.gov/drought/
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Jigsaw Station 5: Current Drought Conditions in 
Colorado

Explore: Drought.gov
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Jigsaw Station 6: Drought Preparation and 
Response

Explore: National Weather Service Drought Safety

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/drought
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Jigsaw Station 6: Drought Preparation and 
Response

Explore: National Weather Service Drought Safety
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Jigsaw Station 6: Drought Preparation and 
Response

Explore: National Weather Service Drought Safety

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/drought
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Part 3
Drought Expert Interview
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Watch: Drought Expert Video

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-8GCtfP8K4&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-8GCtfP8K4
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Local Drought News Story
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Prompt:Create a local news story in a format of your choice (see 
options below), that summarizes important information for people in 
your community to prepare for and understand drought.

The format choices for the local drought news story include:
● Newspaper article with one picture and one graph or map (one 

page)
● Radio story (2-3 minutes in length)
● Video newscast (2-3 minutes in length)

Use the outline in your worksheet to compile information for your 
news story. 
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