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The CIRES Graduate Student Association (CGSA) requests that a CIRES travel fund be set up to assist CIRES graduate students who need financial assistance to attend a scientific conference. An annual fund of $6,000 would serve this need, and would be greatly appreciated by our students and faculty members.  
The travel fund review committee will make recommendations on the fellowship to improve the selection criteria, as needed.  To facilitate the application process, the form will be web-based and advertised on the CIRES website.

AWARDS: 
Individual awards, $500 for domestic travel or $1000 for international travel, will be granted twice during the academic year, September ($3,000) and January ($3,000).  Applications will be submitted to a review committee consisting of the CGSA Faculty Lead, CGSA Chair, and one other CIRES Administration employee for the first year. The CGSA Faculty Lead will select subsequent committee members on an annual basis.   
Money will be reimbursed through CIRES travel, in keeping with the university’s fiscal rules and policies, and as required by the CIRES travel staff. Deadlines for applications will be determined at a later date, but generally will be 30 days prior to selection. September awards will cover travel from October through February; February awards will cover travel from March through September.
ELIGIBILITY: 
Only currently enrolled CIRES* graduate students in good academic standing are eligible.

REQUIREMENTS:  
Students need to first seek funding from their academic advisor or other sources.  If sufficient funding is not available, the student may apply for the CIRES Graduate Student Travel Fellowship. The student should provide 1) logistics of the event to be attended, 2) a budget detailing total travel expenses (e.g., CIRES Travel Authorization form) and explanation of how the award will be used toward expenses, 3) a brief (one paragraph) statement on how event participation will benefit the student academically and professionally. The student’s advisor must also submit a brief statement (one paragraph) on why the travel grant is important to the student and CIRES. Proof of attendance to the event (poster or other official mention) will be required within 10 days of completion of travel. As part of the selection criteria, students should also provide information about all meetings attended in the previous year and meetings that will be attended in the upcoming year.  
*CIRES Graduate Student is one who is advised by a CIRES Fellow, or working as a CIRES GRA, or on fellowship through CIRES or the Graduate School.
