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On Labor Day weekend of 2010 the most destructive wildfire in Colorado, the Fourmile Fire, destroyed 135 homes and 
created an area prone to flash flooding for years to come.  The National Weather Service (NWS), along with Boulder County 
Emergency Managers opened up a direct line of communication through the Boulder WebEOC (Emergency Operation 
Center) for emergency personnel. This two-way information flow still allows for weather information and threats in Boulder 
County to be rapidly exchanged.  The following summer, an intense thunderstorm produced up to 1.34 in. of rain in the burn 
scar, causing a significant flash flood in Fourmile Canyon. As rescue efforts were underway, another thunderstorm 
developed in the area. At this time the NWS was able to immediately warn emergency personnel of the impending danger, 
allowing them to take action and move to safety. – David Barjenbruch

On June 7, 2011, the Advanced Land Imager (ALI) on NASA’s Earth 
Observing-1 (EO-1) satellite observed the above Fourmile Canyon 
burn scar. 
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