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Vector-borne diseases are an increasingly important public health concern in the U.S.
today. In 2009, ticks carrying diseases affected more than 40 thousand people. Changes
in weather as well as changes in ecosystems are factors that determine the distribution and
abundance of disease hosts. Seasonal weather forecasts help public health officials tailor
warnings for the public. — Ben Beard
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For more information on this meteorological series, contact Betsy.Weatherhead@colorado.edu
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