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One day in 1997 in Sacreamento, California:

A dam operator faced the brutal decision between flooding downstream cities
and protecting a dam from potetial failure. The decision hinged on a 6-hour
forecast. Thankfully the storm abated, but the need for reliable data and forecasts
of atmospheric rivers was established. — Marty Ralph
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Atmospheric rivers carry large amounts of precipitation and can
cause sudden and severe flooding.
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