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The American minivan is the modern-day covered wagon with families nowadays traversing the 
highways and byways of the Plains in comfort. I was with my family in our minivan on the interstate 
somewhere between Denver and Kansas City with my 16-year old daughter driving when we ran into
severe weather.  By getting accurate warning information from the National Weather Service (NWS) 
via Smart phone and NOAA weather radio, I switched to the driver’s seat – just in time. Violent 
afternoon thunderstorms producing torrential rain and severe winds near Ellis, KS blew over an 18-
wheeler directly in our path.  Having this pinpoint warning (below) from Dodge City NWS helped us 
narrowly escape what could have been a disasterous end to our family vacation. – Bruce Thomas
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National Weather Service pinpoint warning for above situation.




