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•
provinc$ of Jattee. on the Western side of the River for a COll-.
siderabla way up. There was enn at a verJ late period i. $. 20

YOlars ago. the remain$! of an extensi V'e "wand" at Ohungaseer and

the n'ttives still point out thl!l site of a village on "Sundo" which
~

they pre tend to know by some remains of j;rlles.

These advangages perished through the revengeful disposition

of Meea Ghoolam Shah Kalora after the battle of Jharra. and so

dtJ]ilende.nt was the counery on the River that its productiveness

ceased the very year the first bund waS thrown ul', and there was

lIUXD nev®r enough fresh water to rai se the mos t trHling crOJD

after 1'762.
'fhe II tate which the river was in previous to the earthquake

of 1819 pt'~J?arecl the surrounding country for the change which it

has since undergone. The water which overflowed the oountry at

Sindrae C!illlll illlillediately from the Welilt. but a referenoe to the

Map will shew that this is not impossihh, though it must have

come first from the South.

11 very few hours brought it to its present depth. and thus

the raad. which, by its ahortness. served to expedite the arrival

of grain into the country, and in a degree compl!lnsatad for thl1l

loss of Sayra, was rendered useless and impassable for both men ana
animals, and. in this state has it continued to the @recilllt date

March 1827.
Nurre, the town first approached in Cutch by thl1l Sindree route

lies thirty two miles fnm it and the watlilr now covers the twenty

Northern miles 1 ea.ving only a ury tract of twelve. 'Phis is, how­

ever. only the s tate to which it has relapsed for two months after
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after the earthquak& of 1819 it had attained suoh a height from the

mass of v.a tel' that the gllllli of Sindree were conveyed by boat from

tha t @l&ce to Nurra or rather wi thin two miles of i.t. It was four

or fin de<:l@ and the Natives had hOf'ed that Ii! free navigation would

have assisted them whMthe road had been onrflowed, but this only

continued for a S$ason and tho late swell in the Xndue has left it

l'iLLliltatu UI!.Q." withou t an.Y increiise iqh~~t@ver. Sam€! pools of water

have been leftoy the overflow near .lana and Moond'lr While the

tract oetween Syra and the IndUS has been left comparatively dry

bLlt this will be easily accounted for as the Rivar instead of run­

ning due north as in mos t of our Inaj8. rlLTlS in some degree l'Jarallel

with Outch. and the wIAter would overflow in the Hival' du@ 0lyposi te

Nul'ra or Moondan sooner than o@!)osite gyr&., and it is, ther21fore.

not a diffioult llli~tter to uolve why the water oetween Nurra and

Sinuree W<11il so cleap lifter thr. earthquake_

If however the lllfhnnt onrflowB to whioh the River is sub­

ject sooner flood the country abou~ Nuns. and Jarra. that between

Syra mld Chungaseor is subject to the tides whioh pass over it far

3 miles south of tile river. 11 oiroums tanoe which renders the road

to what was forllllilrly the ford 00 th dangerous and eli ffioult.

'J.'hose altera1;ions have rlOw reduced the Outoh ~aople to the

neoeli>sity of following a l11or~ olroui~ous route by Laona to Raomi.l.

Ka J3a~ar. Laona is 8i tuat'fJcl in the Bunnae. or Grass lands, tlnl Xl

milfis East North East of Nurra but th@ more usual road to it from

Bhooj if.!, by NeroM, to Chachla.

T'his road however has undergone some trifling alteration a;'ri

has bacome mOrEl ciroui tou~ than it f'orm@rly waS from the
..,



the Sindree water extending so far to the Bils·tward. I t. like all

the roads across tho Bunn, is· shut up from April or May to Odobax

';.'he traffi c across it is very considerable though the d.is tanoe £r:!li
,,

froHl E~10ma. Xa Bazar when at Loona even iB forl;y eight mi1es 8.CCOSIl
i

a RU.illl '.vithout:it drop of fresh water.

'rha Na"tiv9:O OYl,m flay that th e tide Brossen thio road bui;

this is I'Jvidontly a mistake as it io hardly felt at Ibrahim Shah

PeeJil. 'l.'hey mis take th(') foree of the Sou til Wester'ly winds for

tidGf> Hfl they really, by tlH~ir fore0, iIJl.pel tll<1 wabr up, iadoGd

a 1/ijry iD.t"JJ.li~ont man at l3yri:l in deseribing to me the cin,uills­

tanee of the filling of t~lG Hunn saillt!the more w'inll the mor.!;)

water" which so com~letely corros~)on'ls ':vi tIl what I have :Hlen that

I hold it 1;0 1)6 a fact.

It mUEt riot lJeimaginod that. DeCau,;;) the country alJollt

i:1indree IS tmder l'liif.t-or, it is at all navigable for it is in most

plaees not a foot deep. Loeal rain, I).S may be ,mpposed, has a

vory considerable effl!let on such a tN-d, as from ita boing al­

rel1o.y saturated wi th wat~lr. ov,u:y 0.1'0"[/1 that fall:, adds very con­

siderably to its depth.

1'ho Wand of Iloona is rather oxtensiv& us may be seen from I;h~

2.ccomp~mying statement.
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Laona On the !3tL7Znee

I'

II

II
.. '~

:1 f
! I
"

,
Ii ,

I. '0

]' !
I I

i !

I; ,
I' II
"

'i
rIi ,

1i :
,
II

i',
fI

I I

i
,

,

I

II tao,

i

'i

i

,. " ,.

" f

" f ..

" ;,;so

,. 'I

8 10

4- " 8c

I
i

I .- -- f i
"I .. .. ..

'1 II

1/ I
I I
I I

I

., " .. "

'I

" " " I .. "
:1

: -I

"
il

i
,

,

,. " "I, I,

:3 0 3 2 2 I:; ..
,

i,
{ { "I"
~:,' 3/'-{

I

i I I
30

1
4-0 ;,;, 1.20 10 l'aS "i .30- 4-00 ("" II? ..

i I :
16Tt 16; 10 7 4'1 ,. ., ,. ~ " h

:281140 '-8 f 0 s' 1i','J "i 4-C> t,-,~I go :2

I I' ' I''I
'I I)

1 !1

II
I J

IIJ,J l
L
i



26.

R@marks%- The tank only contains rain water. Ten of the

wdls ar@ drinkable but they are m~r<illy dug in the sand and fall

in annually. rfht!l inhabitants evacuate the ,illlace during the mon­

soon. The ~roduc~ of ghee vlli'ies from two to four mBnnds d.aily

according to thCll Season. 'fhe vicini ty yields finlwooll thou'~h

the fOf&..ge is very dndifferent. '1'h0 road to Nerona is iml,i1ssab1e

from June to November for carts thaI foot pass6nsers 60 all the

year. 'rhere are 29 soldiers of the Raols and ten of J;he Poona

Auxiliary Horsm Btationed at this place it being the high road

into Sind and n good lookout position.

Ii; s earns to bli9 a ma t t@r odi'doub t whi ther the Ameers of Sind

have it in contemplation th throw up the bunds in the f'hurr~1Un

once more. 'rheir feelings at present on the subject are said to

be dread of a similar inundation. and when it is mentioned that

the late overflow, so far from injuring them,has aotually produoGl

a cr-0F in £llaces where grain was never before cultivated, and

thus quadrupled the crop of 1827 they may feel no imm.ediate in­

ducement, as there will b~ no objliJlct to p,ain. '1'hi8 fortunate

occurrence was accidental for the colwun of water was so ~reat

that had it m€lt with vary great r0sistance from the bunds it must

have been attended wi th consequences similar to those that some~

times happen in the low countries of Euro~e. But it is beyond

a doubt that the irrigated lands which formerly produced 80 much

will not now yield an equal quantity without these bunds, lor,

however much a ri VOl' running through a country mP.ly fertilize H,

fJ till it stands to reason that it mus t be more produet ive when

that
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that country is intarsl!)ctod by canals. Illl d danw are thrown up to

oxtlhnd the wator.

While I am thus enlarp,-inr; upon thr advantages likely to accrue

to Outch in a commereial ",oint of view from the late bur-stin?, of
~.)

the dBlJls, I beg distinetly to l'oint out that the riv-er in i t8

~)r"Ben.t stato, is hut ill adafilted for mili tary operations s.net in­

deecl the 11;0proach to the country of the Ameers from Ou teh a'"r'!e~'lrS

to me more difficult than ever, for we could formerly have trans­

ported. our' Artillery across th9 ountl8, and thus sav"d the i;rouble

and ex~ense of a large pontoon train, for I neyar eould h.,lieve.

judging from tho charaoter of thlil Sind TIe.tion that J~:~ would be

K~ enlightened enough, of their own accord, to throw dO\ml bunds

which had bMn the result of so man,y years' labour.

I only mean to impress On t he mind the aHaration to which

the rher is tJubjeot. and ·!vhich I ha:HI greap ho~es. will. at no

distant f.leriod. lead to its being }!ladicularl;r usmful both in a

mili tary and eommorcJ.111 f"oint of view.

The tom of Ltlc~u r. which" has a bunder on the banks of the

river is \7$11 knovll1 a!:~ a ls.rge mercantile place. It liss Uljwards

of a mile and a half from the' Koree from which it is separated by

a low tract flooded in hi'1'h tide. The fort waS buil t no t malll.Y

yl'Jars ba.ck by Futtih Mahommed who took eight years in com);11eting

it. It i'; the largest in Cutch being two and half Ii mile in cir·.

cumhrenee. rhe wosi tion is its jreatest advantar.;o and the ruins

of a V'H'Y ancient oity, e1l.l1l1ld Wagum Ohaora Ka Gnd, about six

miles east of it, pI'oves that the form~r rulers of the country
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were/ignorant of this.

'J.'hlll town i~ built eY1tirely within the wans and there is

sufficient vacant $fj<iee to admit of tha population bllin~ doubled

or ann t nbhd, bu.t this '"is not likely to occur as the only

ljI@opltl who woulu tab'! up their l'Bi:ndenoe would be morchan t8

(fortherel is no agricul ture in the neighbourhood) and there is

already a J.io~ulatioll of 5839 souls who are oBher. of that deserij!l

tion. or 0 tilers who minis ter to their IV an ta.

The walls of the twonat'(;I well built though in Some places

rather low. Both the gateways are unfinished and so is the

di teh. Although i r; could no t s tlwd against our eyr.tell!. of warfar",

ii; would be ver;'{ fOl'miuablGi Darriar to a native army.

I must not omit to mention the great difficulti~s which I

have had to encounter in drawing up thig short m€T!loir from the

singuli'trly vagu0 lweI oonfused nDJTleS which make their api"eanmce

in our 1Ml./lS. I htwe enquir@(l in vain for ~he bra.noh of tho Illdu~

called Loonea ami ha'io no t 'even been able to fan in wi th Iii llutiw

who knew i tB nDJne. 'l'he Goollee alone is known to them and the

Fhurra.un is said to be a branch of it, and I;he Loon\\l& mu.d e Hher

have creJilt into our maps from an idea that the 1'1ver of that

name whieh pasHeS through the Jhoodpoor territory to the Parkllr

Bunn, flowed into tho sea at Lucput, or 1;]w LUGput creek, from

its vioini ty to the extonsiva wand of that llame on tho ;3unrHJe.

must han received the appellation of Loonoe, from soma of our

travellers.

Sd. Alex. Burn~s,

De}.)uty Asst. Qr. Mr. Go ,"::' .
i:,.i. Cl Lc'·'---"



11 3uppl&J1Hmtary iVIllIilloir

to a ma~ of the Eastern Branch

of the Indus

with

a theory of eha Unuue formation founded on facts ani] tradi tion

wi th some l'tliilarks on tIl:) t'oute of AlexLrdor the Great.

'P.he ~Illriodical swell of tha Indus is greates t in Augus t. am

and under the hoW@ of being I8nabled to add something to my

former lliemoir 1 was induced to r$visi t tho eastern braneh of tim

that ri vOlr duri,ug the Frestln t month. Oircum.!> ~oo. aGIO too, sillce

1 first turned my attention to this subject, have ocourred which

place it in my rJower to give a more full 6xplanahon of the

BUM, as well mn ·the vicini ty of the Indus, as in other J'Jurts,

and. as much of what Itlrorlose to advance may. from ite novelty,

api:lear theoretical, 1 shall endeavour tobs eXjilicit in giving

my reasons for the d"ifhrent conolusions. Publio duty, which

culled me to Deesa in the early part of this year, afforded ill@!

an OPflortullity of :oersono.lly visi ting that zlart of the Bunn

whi chborders on Guj ra t and extrtnd.s up towards Par-k.-ur. and

beSides this, I have since minutely examined the whole Northern

Frontler of Outoh bordering on its banks,ajl well as the
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thf1 diif,')rent Lslande in it, havinG'.in Vlew, throughout, tho

i1J.I!Etration of ttl, enect,,: wlliet 112,'16 bf;Cnl brou.ght about in it

. by tb,~ numer'ou'C, alterati:l[,B "I ~he .i!:at,tern branoh of tl1(, Indlw,

tions. n 11ing e te., fmui<led llfJOll Quch facts only ;ltS might come

of notice.

'fr10 mirmt'ln'll",s wi til v,hich the objet:ts on tho river above

I,ucj.mt wrsre J.oline0,ted 011 the fonner II!l?,p and I can Hem add. from

them. supersede t1:'1 MC')cS.t t;y ,)1' fiIiiy recupl tulation on that, head

in. a Enpplomen tary IHlpar like the p!'\~bilnt, 01,1 t I have annexed. a

reduead iMlf' of the tract to oxplain the eubject of the Bunn.

I sailed fr")ill JJuclmG to UllEJl bUIld. on the 9th of August

which, ae 'n~\y be remarKed -1.:3 aiJout the Y"r ioc1 when the SO'l til wef, ~-'._
~;

ady wind" blow wi th mo 3t v io1 eD ce, cnd I was, there fore, lh'e l%!U"jld

to 11100t Ii gl'eaG,H' body 111' rattel' I :::hvuld say, a r~reater dopth

of ,lD.ter ~han when har.] in March 102'7 and in 'this I \hlt: not Iil18-

tak9Jl. -rho charm which had JrCi.WIl rue' here harl vwtiBhed. tlJfJ frosh

w..;l;o1' which covelwl tha l','unfHlse c.ruEt nOl'th of :'3bdro& hud becn

,
lddilo tnwi;' of l'ic6 grollnd ciiilled Sayr:ii which it

once lJOSn\9Lf:ed. [;B 6J1lLlCl now lilaI'll dts tant trLtll ever, ev 0ry thin,:; in

fact, save the channel Nhich iJl:Lsbed through Ullah hunc!., had 1'6­

vertild to the 5.tute it VIUS in .lJrior bo the inundation of November
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NOV8mbor 1826, and the snmt influx of [Hila watAr, and the d:;i ;;i:" ..

tion of i tEl surfi~ce by the ',vinds, ,;O,ve \;h" "hole th<9 &.tJpearauee of

a Great inland ewa, houndillr; the hori;;on on ,all sitles. 'I'llo clee",.yod

tamarililk, and othm' Btunted lihnlbD Ifhich formrlt'lv iilt'otruc1ed thin
. \ ~\i", H' "', , , 1 f! ((

wi tlHH'ed tOiJs undo which harl gr~owllllP III 'i'IliH land, HInce I t 'n~lcar!ie

ono of desols,tioll. h&,<1 disll;il~earmd 1-mdt'lr the v'mves. end the E'ail­

aI's. did not, as (1\,1:'or", follo\! the windiLJR;B of thi.s ')llOfl frui tful

river but ben!t th(ilir COtlI'Bfl by the nel.lre"t road to thl1\ir difJtinll­

tion.

oppor-tuni ties however werI'J ofhl'cd for aHcertaining the ,if!.pth

of thill Chanll~l, whioh 1 fouwi to bql as described, only di't3r)e~\~d

oy· the few 1'6<11; of water which had sFuud lihwise over the coun­

tryon its banks, at Ullah nu!).:} 'Gh3 riv'Jr i~ withou t al tara tion

@:x.o~pt at its mouth where it if] cort/Jinl;! wider ami whieh i" to blJ

aecQuntl'ld for oy i,he west btunk btlillg partly washed away Ii'!. im;,.

t®ad of SlofJing utl, it is now, liko 'Ghe I~ustern onEl, per'18ndieular.

I siJ,ilodtwo miles higher up than when laB t lwre and found the
a

wat':H' t() decrease <?;rI:Lduelly from two andLhalf fathoms to four l;<'lt,

and ultimaately t6lrminate in half .that quanti ty whioh I WU$ informed

oonti,nued u? as hiGh as the bund at Chuteetur which is above Ally

bunder and. twenty miles tllil whe!'e the water COlilljlS from the Goone"

River and to whioh the DoonddeG or flid bottomed boats could now

1 could !Jot .learn after mueh enquiry that any of the N. .
buncls Oil:' darns in thi,o branch, iy! the lower ,Darts of Sind. had been

repaired, an'l am ruther iJl(LICod to believe tha.t liO alteration has

been mad@.
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Tha grlmd. lmnd, called Morora, the bursting of which brought

dll;)ut tho ehanglJ)$ before described, had, by t11\1 aceou..'lts of lin,

b';)an a";~tin thrown ull, ~l.d it is to this ol;J.u<;e that we are 1;0

a~tributa th:) di"apiHHaranc'3 of the fl'esh ·Nater.

It l~of).:LIY' apiJtwrs til most IllOI!Gtrous system of policyiJhich

induc€is j;h31 H)(1Jof~le of one naGion to thus desi~oil that of another'

of th€:il' nil tural rig1/GB HnCi to dfl~rivo thl!J1Jl of dJlv[,<ll tag,].: merely

to increase thlnr own weal th, ;lnd &1 th(Hlgh it may bl') a nice ques­

tion in the law of nations to decidtl how far w, Pl"i.c.00 hlt'l power to

benefit hi\" ONn subjeds Ht the OXfJIHHH' of u11oth@r nation, yet it

l1e1!llllS most unwurrantabla ~1lJd anl,',r to be sU!Hort~d by the a1"'f,Ument•.1_ ~ Co

of miiSht wnich th... Scindial.1s '~OiJS'H;S in a very quostiona.,)l'J"jfvull1€lr,

over UIEl natiom: of Ontch. judg'ing at least rro!Il!;!:,]ir nLU:l·~H·OU.S

unsuco"ss:lul adma];Jts on 1;11& ir COUll try. It has al;m.ys ,!1;rcwi( me

th.:lt had Outeh 'f!osses,;ed a Prine\> of li.ny talenl;s or Iif:i tdotism at

the time the firs t blow in 1'(6,' was s truck the eOl:Unl~Y would na t

have D0filn dtspoiled of the adVaUGagils besto\V/Jd on it by tlw Eiver

ludm1, and J C.an only ueCoilut f:n' an active anCl eUllrgelU.o reil,';'h

like thaI; of the .reml1uar. iu t 1,IJJh idli1.ho)iilEtllJ. (which.COHiIl\@'tlC ad but

abou t thir j,y y ~ars a£ tel' Uho,Jlam <lhab.s bl1nci. \VU$ thI'owl.1 11# )p&ssing

away" ,'Ii thO,l t any OX@I'ti. on (JIl hJ.sJa:d, to HGcomplh:h EO uiJBirab1e

an onj~ct fl'om all anxious '!Iieh t,) eonsolidate his own Uf,iUI't)l1cl

[IU thad ty at homo, aod CO,Hl6(lU IJn tly a <tread of enGaginG in arq

IJntenJri'A) which miq;ht lead [lis 1;roo(~B on whom hiB POIIA1' depended

to too ~Jr6td; fl dJ.s tanc'} fro'Jl Cuteh. l'h@ greatilr ,Ustalloe which

'-- I l~sc€mill.•(l the Hiver i"),ve me a clGa;,'w vi,,;\'/ of th:; 'd'i'ects of

t-he_ "Nora" as the nood of November 1826 is So ceil lEld th", bunks
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~)ei:n[~ olllJl ~:ix1;y sigl feet witln as I

buml.

li1his na turn1 mound uo maIl nd runs. ~as t and ~NeE t and iu eel" tain....

I, ~'.

"

',,' "')'" \,/i t"h " "I)rj""c~ of ''''Ii'''' "'01"J ('("r~>"~(l "/1"'1, "">~'fArl j"Jr-,,,""'"'I'.::.t.u" l .,l. •.•~ ~J, ':'._ '.1.~.b- . ..:,(~. OM'C(V .... ,\ ••' I fj.\,~·":; \. lr .• \.1,.... l.,.li."... t'JJ. a~".,liJ'.\. .J.~",L;'

bushes hIJ,V:iil~, itu ffilinration excel'!;,vl. all tha aptJdanmec of the

ottw[' ,",,;rtf:: or tfw Hu.m,. I ,:ound h07lt,IT6Y.' UK, f; tl1i:3 ID01U\(: Bxtecds

fa.r-thDr' th;;;Y, ,\ h:i!.'. hufore "t,-: Lud i:01' 1 have iier;n croJibly Infol"lCd

f 'l')' 'Ji-!~'-lnt J-l'Ol'~l,lv qq i-h~~ "':h)(.hUI'
~. ;.j(A,•. , J ,..\,(." o.J.-.r C·,o...-' .,.~\;., .I- 1.., _,~,_ J.I.,

18Ja)(1, H tiif,l,nnlln fron tho laver of twmnty four mile;; ancl GI'o~,:ses

tIn t'oad over' tho Hcrnn from LOOnil to H:wma Ka ba:ar el di~:I.:J;" ee of

E ixtcen Jrlilo}3 the lc) t Lor u1Lte;a .. -wherd it is Hbou1i a mile., .
bro&.d. ana t}I,lTinc;ch.. V,<ilt \'i(m~her, (J'lill1 im,ia 1;11;; hal LinG pJace.

'ro th,,, weti tNl.trd. .i. t 113 s,ud to lM L<J1!d to. GhurJiJ CJ; ditd.ime... of 18 or
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it is imposEibl. to defi~e so

'0 (J'ot l)~ )J1" K·~:} TJ~· P0)'" ,·1,' .~.., I" Qor" ~ .l .liiJ,f j (1 >.L.~ :.Jcl/jU _ ,¥ ....1 C, 1 ....

EottliufS '')ll it 80 i;hat I question whnth3I' it w~)u.ld ilut now ()eeow.~

l'ieJ Cl)lult;~ry} if the

brillgS 0,own flU""l', ti tins of a11u'/1a1 d);)o~;i t to fill Ut.l the c1w.nil

'.)""1' ,,(1'"')'('1' f')l'_ • ~ ;;;:"'1,,'>!.1 l< I \

au;1' i cuI tilL' 'J • 1'Ili ~i\ i n.d0od. ::[mId Cl"-I--"-"""'~ rr,"li-1;;=lrs ~!S. ...G,l.~;tG ;:\. v ~ ... avery small part

of UlLl.h l)',md OolO;l;::7' 1;0 ell. ter.. '.:h.ile traversing the Dund I 1is­

cov~r~ll Gila rom'i.l.l"l of an. m:tificinl mound on the ;g~]Bt€l):n sidl'.l of

I'O.DS into th" dIne at 1J1lah..buml. And '.!hi,ch I lem:nt was another

Gutch to ::iird Hnl! im:iJ~.1i!Jg

during thlll mOf1i.>OJll;

The late alterations hav$ of course destroyed it, and this
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this road between Cutoh an.d Sind cannot now be said to be open in

the rainy season; the old road is under water and the circuitous

one from Loona is always olos8d up on rain falling during the

south westerly winds.

The wattr higher up the river than Ullah buud I found to be

braokish and the Nativis informed me that it was the effect of

the lah rain wahr being mind with it, but that 3 or 4 mihs

higher up than I proceeded it was actually fresh being the real

water of the Indus, but it will be recollected, when I was here,

that fresh water had forced itself so low as Sindree and s~read

over a space of two hundred or three hundred square miles a?d I

have no dOUbt but that when the south west monSOOn terminates that

the north e!ll.shrly winda· may. blow the fresh wahr to the mouth of

the river at Ullah bund a~ain, but, from their trifling quantity

never certainly reaoh without another inundation. such as that of

November 1826, so low as Sindr... Th~e is at ~resent much less

water in the river above Ullah bund than in March 1827 except in­

dud at its mouth where ths sea water had been blown up and can­

not foroe itself back from the violence of the winds I ascertained

from eye witneBses a fact which I was not inclined in my former

visit to place any reliance on. and which I before made mention

of, that boats, during the oontinuIDille of the late swell, and

evan 80 lato as January 1827 plied with merchandize between Luc­

put bunder and Omercote, which latter ,lace oould be reached in

fourteen days, being about thirty coss (sixty or seventy miles)

aboV!'l Raoma Ka Bazar, and two coss eastward of a branch of the
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the Indus that is only filled by an inundation called uAkra nulla"

(,square uNulla Sunkrau so oft0n mentioned), so that I shouldtnfsr

th. influx of water in this branch of the Indus to be chiefly from

the arm that hans the par.nt stnam above Bhukur, and which

separates Sind from the aesert extending to Ajmere.

I may hare mantion that I heard that this far faml'ld oasis

of the desert, .the retreat of the Emperfor Humaioon, the birth

~lace of the great Acbar, the bone of contention between Sind and

Jood~oor, and, in later times, the depository of the riches and

jewels of the Am60rs of Sind, is a small brick built fort, the

south3rn faco of which was actually thrown down by the late ,inun­

dation, with wallS much lower than Lucput, and without a ditch to

protect it, though so near a .river.

If Cutch were a mercantile nation a reference to the map

would ]!loint out the great advantag8s of such a length of inlaid

navigation as this, and the more we contemplate such short-sighted

policy in a~ Government to thus exclude a trade, the tax on which

would be a great source of revenue, the more barbarous we must

consider it.

'rhe traffic between Luc@ut and Pallia as wall as Ullah bund,

I was haElPY to find,had not ba.n discontinued altho' it was neceS­

sarily lass than last year when the greater extent of navigable

tract, gave speculation a greatsr sco~.. I was informed also that

there are u~wards of a dozen of flat bottomed boats belonging to

Eaoma. which chiefly conny ghes down to Luckput, shipping their

cargoes at Ullah bund to which @laoe thsy are brought OIl camels.
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Camels. The boats from Outch morl} usually pass up thlil tlMliletta

nar" towardlt Pallia lind Ghar!'!!. which route is 't"eferretiduring

. the monsoon by the merohants, the high road from KotreEl to Lah,

so traversed at oth8r timlils, being in part under water or muddy

which renders it bad for Oamels, for if these animals (which are

. the only ones used) slip, they are not only rendered often useless

afterwards ,but the goods reclli ve damage. 'fh. traffic however he11l

de,ends upon the Oo~rice of the Merchants and cotton, dates, etc.

which form the eXplorts of Luckpu tare sliln t up as it sui ta their

oonvenience. The Sindree branch of the river is deeper however,

than the "Mee tra Nar tl , but wi th the flat bot tomed boats that an

used, much water is not required and it is immaterial.

The shallow part of the rinr callild "Sundo" where the ohann;)]

wid6ns to two miles $9 still without alteration. It may be r8col-'

180ted that I ,ointed this out as the effects also of the earth­

quake for, previous to it, it was as deep as other Jllarts. It seems
,

to me that it has bien brought about entirllly in the sam@ manner

as Ullah bund only with a lass ooncessimn of.nature and of insuf_

ficient force to eject it from the water. It is this barrier

alons which prenn ts "dingies" from asce~iding 8i ther of these

branohes of the river for, Sundo excepted, there is sufficient

water at all other places and I am assured that it is only its

. uistenc8 which keepllil this sort of craft below Luck!,ut. As it

however li8s in the charm81 by which any groat body of water from

Sind would escape to the sea, it is not improbablJ that it may

hereafter be deepened it is not shallower now than when left first
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first by the earthquake of 1819 - thaI the north 8~st.rly winds

which have blown down ~art of this gr~atbody of water rander it

somlilwhat difficult to cross enn in ''Doondsu'' about the cold SfIa-

son.

I was amused at an idoa which the Natives to a man possess

of the water collected b.tween Sundo and Ullah bund that it is

too gJalt for fish. and more briny than the waters of "Simoonder"

or the great ocean. This is singular enough, but I do not know

if it be not a faut for they attribute it to Ii!. very powerful cause

namely the excessively salt soil f§ of the Runn on whioh this

sheet of water lies and certain it is that fish are not found in

it in any abundance though there is a de,th sufficient of water.

The neighbourhood of the nUllas of Kotro and Chungasir about
,

twelve mihs above Luokllut, and conoerning which so much was before

said. is unaltered and the tide still recedlls from them at low

water, lltlthough from the causlis that haVll incnased th(J SUIJIlly

higher up, tho water extends also farther on both sides of the

River than before and the road to the. ford which flxisted in 1820

18 now under three feat of water.

Below Luoput and towards Col;alilir and the mouth of the Indus

I could discover or learn no al,lleration.

While in this vicinity however whioh historians have pointed

out as the "Ultima Thule" of th8 Greeks I shall remark on two

~oints which may serve to illustrate so interesting a subject.

The country from Cotasir towards Mandavee, being a plain with

a back ground of a range of hills, certainly answers in a degree

to
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to the descri@tion given by vinctll1lt of the country which Ald­

ander ~ass.d throu~h, and would no dmlbt hav~ been taken advantage

of by him, and others, had they b~elJ. aware pi the faot, to identify

this route as that of three days journey along the cOast. In this

same country too there is a race of pao,le, chiefly resident on

the sea coast, calhd IlSungar" who are now Mahomrtledans, but who

fredy admit their being .@rosdytes from Iiindooism, and whose.
chief town is a sea-port called Juckow which would Flace them

within thri ty miles, and consequently the range of a three days

march, from the Indus. D', Anville has SUll!'Oi ed the coun try of

the "Sangada" or "Sll.rangall mentionQ'ld by Arrian to be the samill nS

the modDrn "Sangara" or country of the "Sangarians" whose modern

oapital, acoording to Rannell, is Noanuggur on the south coast of

the Gulf of Dutch, and who, further ooinoiding with that Geogra­

~her, COllceiuliJ "the S&ngarians must han first removed from the

western to the eastern side of the Indus and afterwards must have

also orossed the gulf of Gutoh",

.but this tribe have Ii well founded. tradi tion that they came

from the west whioh in my mind most strongy favors the opinion on

this subject that Ahxandllr the Great did not eross over into·

Ou~oh at all, that his ,htBIIl' dtaya Inabch along the ooast was "west­

ward in the direction his floot was to sail" instead of Eastward,

for as Bennell justly sa.ys "no Ollll will suppose that he choose to

march a l3l'"ty .of horse thrlil& days along th~. COlaS t of tho dill ta

where hll mUd t han been condnual1y interrupted by doe}l rinrs

and creeks", If the aboVt'l be the true maroh of Alexllnder he would
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would encounter the Sangada b.tween the mouth of the Indu~1 and

the Arabins (or some where westward) which coincid@s exactly with

the text of NearchuB, without drawing in the necessity of Alet­

ander!s entering Gutch at all, as when the Macedoniau hero passed

through Gedrosia or modern M.kran it ienot improbabl, that the

Sangadahad not emigrated across the Indus as in later times.

It does not appear to have suffici@ntly entered into the

consideration of Dr. Vincent and others, who believe Alexander to

have advanced into Gutch. that he had the arduous task of conduct­

ing an army which had mutinied on the banks of the Hyphasis, solely

on account of the distance they wore proceeding from th€lir nativll

eountry, and which the conquerors oratory, even @ointed as it was,

was unable 'to subdue so that h. commanded them to prepare for

their return and his memorable slia.eh on descending the Indus

from Pattala (modern latta) to the sea, which has always been allow

ed to have tahn pllaca before his aBsumed entry in eu tch. confirms'

the fact that all his movements after that ~eriod were towards

home, though they eould not be well called rtt~rograde. What were

his words to his soldiers on first rHaching the OCQan II That they

at last weI'S cOIn. to the m of their toils which they had so
, .

earnestly desired, that now nothing could OJipOS8 their valour, nor

add to their glory, that without fighting any more or spillin~

of blood they were masters of the univflrse,that their ilXlJlloits had

the same boundaries with nature" and Rollin, following thiril up

farther, says "finding that he had extended his conquest s to the

utremeties of thf9 earth o1Li.hat sid,G he imagined he had cOilllll18ted

his mighty design".
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Howt~an we r~oonoile th@r@for~ that Alexander persisted in a

three days journey eastward with even l~rt of his soldiers aft8r

he had told them on first dosc@nding the Indus from Pattala (Tatta)

that they had come to the "and" of tIl.ir toils. and th.ir0x~loits

were 1!Q.li bounded only by nature. and that their oonqwists h&d

reached the extnmitYjof thE; earth. wh4n every step hill afterwards

took would s@rn to b9lie his own oration and to Olxpose. for ought

he knew. his troops to new fighting and spilling of blood. for as

Cutch is; by nature. a strong country and the disposition of its

people has been always oonSidered war-like, the inhabitants were

not therefore lik@ly to be less so at that time than any of their

Northern neighbours. the MaUi. Cathera or Oxydraea etc.

That Alexander however made a s$cond voyage dowu Qnother

branch of the delta below fattala rests on the undoubted authority

of Arrian but altho' we hay. the names of the Sindomanni and

Pattalans. or the in~Qbitants of upper and lower Sind yet the

natives of Cutoh are not mentioned. a very unlikely omission. con­

sidering that if, that country had been lOn tsred it was the very t0r­

mination of the expedition. a ciroumst~lce above all athors likely

to add cO its notoriety for no one. I presume. will surmise that

the sea-ooast which is of Bueh an extent and now sofllrtila was

then totally 1iln.inhabihd;. Indeed. judgin~ of Alexander's love of

glory it may almost be belililved that he did not wish to be aCQuaint.

od wi th Cutch. since his ambition could not be C'l.·atified by entllri:rg;

where he knew his army would not follow. and it struck me as a very

unfair inferlilllce to say hll did so, for it is si,atlld that he sailGd
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sailed down tha eastQrn br~ch of th~ Indus to seek for bays and

ox'.eks on the sea OOlist, whQr<i) his flil@t might anchor in sahty,

and, that in this he succ@eded by finding this branch of the Rivu

Indus, a. t its mouth, spread onr the pla in COUll try and forming a

kind of lab wherein his fleQt might rille, but allowing tha,t hi) dis

imbarked hlllr", and murched thru days along the coast, with som!>

cavalry, making obs8rvations on th@ cOLlntry etc. he would still be

in Sind and not rOB.eh Outeh, for thO} mouth of the riVIiI' he saillld.

down, and which formed the bay which suited his purpose, wasstill

distant frolll that country. It is wonderful :Mn Dr. Vincent should

be s6 correct in many points but he is much mistaken in describing

Outch as a d«lsert, which Vias only rendered lHlBsable by digging

wells, for that part of it, in ~articular which Alexander would

Fass through, according to his account, is most f~rtile. and he

falls into a gceater l}rI'or in saying that oUll later travalleril

m0ntion the WGll~ which make this passablil, and that this was the

routo frOm Guzorat to the Indus for the caraVffilS. There is no

soarcity of wells or wat~r in thut part of Outch, and it never was

thll rout8 of thlll caravans from GUZGrat to the Indus which, on thlt

contrary, lflId thro' Parkur and crossed the litth desert north of

ths Runn, wher. the wells he alludes to aro to be found, and which

h. confounds with Outeh, but in VinC!<lllts timfJ thi\> oountry @vell was

li tth known.

Nor is it mol" ofirtain that his fleet tWIn' saw Outch for the

grand braro h of 'GhllJ Indus has &ver bllen tho WillS tern one tho I inun­

dationiil !II1;l,y han, for a short !Hilriod, now and thell, intIlrruptlld it,
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it, and, it is through it, no doubt, that N~archus sail@d as the

descX'i]ption of the harbour of Curach..e is said to agree so Wltl1

with that namiJd Oorcala, nilarthe port of Ahxander to which he

came when only 150 stadia from the mouth of the Indus, for if h0

had left the eastern branch, he must have passed alon~ the whole

delta a distance of 1800 stadi~ (accordi~1 to Arrian) which would

make a total of 1950 stadia, and this he clearly never did.

Some obscurity has arisen in Major Bonnell's opinion from

Arrians calling the branch thro' which .th9 fhat sailod the "left"

branch but this S~Hlms to me passible of solution, and that the his­

torian may have reckoned the left branch that which WRS on th~ left

side, in looking up the river or the wostEllrn branch, in ONJosition

to :adx our modern way, which must be allowed is I\9Qually arbitrary,

for it is never called by Arrian the East, or the west, branch, and

tIllS is confirmed a good deal by the position of Curachee.

The river IndUS is by report so constantly the victim of

vicissi tude, that all attem~ts to indantify any of its branches in

the vicinity of the SQa with what they appeared to the Greeks, un­

hss in general ftlaturos, must ner appl!lar to me a frui tloss task

and any individual maY', without f@ar of contradiction or comment,

fix on the o]lening to the stila of any of its nUlllerous outlets. as the

bay which once contained the fleet of Alexander, but. alldwing that

he descended the eastern branch of the lOwer delta, (not the Korea)

to its mouth, Outch would still be considerably at a distance, and,

unliHls the voyagi \'Iere Ilxt&nded beyond its embouchur'e. and partly

across the sia, be quite hidden from view, by the flat and inint@res

ing



uninterosting sand banks and shoals so numerous in that part of

thGl rivn.
The lilntral1Ct to t;hlll' t\VO J'lrinG'ipal branches b@low Tatta, namely

those on whioh Shah bundf»r and BeG! are situated, is not visible

from Outoh, as I have found on personal obs@rvation, and therefore,

from allthes@ circums tancas, i. t S0Hlms mOfe than probabl!, that the

Indus and thO! ocean wl!lre boullllaries of Alexander's conoueS ts, and,

as hill wish@d his soldiers to believe, Lhc boundaries of nature, for

sinoe h. could ~roce9d no fatther on th8ir account, it was but in

unison with the colossal alters and cam~ he causfJd to be ereetilld on

the banks of the liyphasis, as monuments of his glory and the extent

of his I!lx~edition, that h@ should impress upon his followers, when

about to r~turn hom~, that they had reached the .xtr9m~ties of the

earth, mld were masters of the univ~rsi. and that their leader had

rivalled th~ feats of Hercules and of Bacchus.

I take it for granted that Alexandel' nl'lver sailed down the

eashrn branch of the Indus or Koree which I have be9n descri bing

in the bil\girming of this'memoir, as it leaves so hiGh up as Bhukur

one hundred HInD. snen ty niiles and upwards from t;he sea. and which ,

from not being mentioned.' altho' all the others are, in his course

down the river. may have bun an excr0sce.llQ,i from the parent stream

(and it,has all the ~ppear~~ce of being one) of a later datil than t~

the days of the Greeks. for the easter~ banks in that part of the

Indus lil,bout Buckux' are described as low and tho oountry to the

south, J.iablfl to inundation aceordingly.

Imt to r@turn from this int~resting digression to our subject.

\
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subject. It will be ,erceiv~d therafore that the KOr8ft Or eastern

b!J1ltnch of the Indus has, witt: the nception of the decrease of

water above Ulls.h-bund and th@ conversion of what was fresh into

salt water, undergone no ChID1~ftS since March 1827.
The Bunn however, from its accession of wuter is altered and,

at ~r@slllnt has put on its monsoon garb, which of all periods is

the most mnfavourable for an examination of it, but the following

facts which I have collected may clear u~ much on this subject.

They an quite new, or if not so, I have never met in with any

allusion to them in any of the ~a~8rs concerning it which have como

under my observation. (see not. at the and).

'rho natives of Outch, MahoIDlilclans as wen as Hindoos. have a

tradition which is in the mouth of avery one, that Dhoorumnath, iii

J agee of D,modur" unde nvent !HmallCe (tutaS ee) by s tanding on his

head, with "sooparee" leaves und.r it. on the top of Dlmoclur hill

for a ~eriod of twelve years. after which time God became visiblo

to him and. on his resumin~ his ~roper position, the sea that lay

north of him dried up, and i t8 harbours wer.e destroyed, and the

shi,s that navigated it, w.ecked, on his eyes being turned towards

it and the hill of Denodur sIlli t in two parts, and other miraoulous

events took ~lace.

Any individual, who has been acoustomed to search into the

history and "nuts of th9 ~eoj)lll of bdia must have discover"d the

intermixture of fable wit h eVllry part of it, and such will, I hope,

agree with me, that this is but a graft of one of their numerouS

tales on some wonderful event that has. at one time or other,

actually hap~$ned in the country and, which has travelled down to
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posterity in its present sh~p~. Oonsid$ring the fr,qu0nt occur­

nnce of @8.rthqu!akes lately in Cutch, and th" volcanic "-J!i@)aranco

of many of its hills, it dO\l\!s not f.oem too much to account for the

foundation of such a tradition in ono of thefHl concessions of

natu!'t'l. and tbe present state of tha l'ountry will best illustrate

the iiJrobabili ty of such an event having' happened; but the gr~atest

difficulty to cont(md with in sueh a point is to ascertain the

period at which it may have taken place. ThiilJogaes of Denodur

ar.~ said to be coeval with the Haas of Outch and their founder

was this said Doorumnath of notoriety, but this bring's it down

to so latm a period as tlls fourteenth century. when the Maho,medans

had pow~r over this part of the country, and their silence of any

great convulsi on having taken j}lace rf!nders it im}ilrobable, but it

ought 110t to be omitted that 'thn'a are several cities about Aboo XE

and its vicinity, and in the western parts of Malwa as mentioned

in the AlJplllndix II of Sir John liialcolm's Mt\lmOIDr of Central India, ..

page 325. whi ch are s ta ted to have been onrvrhelmeQ} at a ramo te

pulod by a shows!' of earth or stones. Some of the people about

Aboo beli$n it to hav<\9 been only three hundred years since, but,

not to dwell here longer Oil thiB ~art of the SUbject. which I

grant to be a material one.

The Hunn between Gatch and ::Jind is said to have been a navi­

gablf9 SllIa, and th,j Hit@s of lllat'oours are to this day pointed out

on all its banks a.rul my arglllueots will teml therefore to prove as

fa Haws.

1st. 'l'hat the Runn has on(;~ bilell an inland navigable sea..
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eea, and that Outeh and Sind (or perhaps mor~ ~roperly the Thurr)

may han been united at Bome unknown jJlilriod.

2nd. That its present stat~ is the result of a chain of causes,

the sfhcts of whieh ,1r3 qui t@ in accordance with the laws of nature.

1st. A rehnJ.lciiI to til/!) prefixed ma@ of the Hunn, with all ita

banks, illustrates wdl the SOOlIItl of this tract and its dlfhrtmt

sinuosities, being compiled from survey and personal observation,

Parkur excepted. It will also be observed the ~eculiar conformation

of th$ north eastern part of Cutch at B~eyla, which extends itself

till it terminates abru@tly in a chain of hills hanging over the

Runn. and which attain in some placos ai-'lIlr]llImdicular heif,ht of ntar­

ly three l111udraJ. hdt.

Ths islands of Khur@8r and iuchum in th8 Runn lie due west of

thifJ rang_ and tire not only coml~os!lld of the same sort of iron stone

as t,hese hill s but have simillir rau,g!lls running thl!l1ugh thair northelttJ

tIlxtnmetilils which terminate also. in partioular Khureor, in an

abru~t and bluff outline towards the north. the Bunn approaching

clol:.~ under them. Khurel!lr is separated from Cutch by a belt of

Runn about five miles broad. aad "hat island again from the Puchum

by another belt of sixteen milas, and,of all other places in the

Runn, these now men"&ioned are oftenest .mdar water. ;fhese circums­

tancl!fJl therefore. with the lineal position of the hills afford con­

sideraole ~roof that these three could have betlln but one ran~tIl of

hills and that, by whatever agency se~arated. water must have had

graa t eihct in aooomplishing the change since the Northern sides of

all, which is tho direction in which .the body of water would oome.
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come, present Irecipitous head lands such as fringe the bovders of

Oceans and great collections of watar. There are a few islets in t

the Runn westward of the Puchum but they are low and sandy without

any such indications as those above described and have something the

ap@iaranc. of sand banks. South of the Puchum island howlverthere'

is a tract of grass land, called Bunnee. of a greater elevation

than the Runn and ,roducing abundance of pooture but not suffi­

ciently ~lllgatlld to yield grain. and more of which will b. said

hereaftGr but, which it is necessary to ~remis6 here, is a con­

necting link b$tweea the Hunn islands and main land of eutch.

'l'his tract does not tOxt,mdso far lil3stward as Rhur.?!llr, but south of

that island ther~) ar® illnuffi@rllble small iSlets intre Hunn. the

larges t of which is Gangta abou t eight or ton mil,s in circumhr­

en CIl , and on all of which there are rocky hills or elevated plains,

or if tho surfacfJI of <my of them be flat, it is invariably found

to be hard, and stony and im[lngnatad with iron lib,) those stones

m th3 greater if:llands. so that WffJ have here again another con­

Meting link, which would join Khuroer to that part of Outoh,

called ~agur, ana it is surely not too much after these facts to

suppose. that Gutch and the isli~ds north ofit Willre once joined

together.

'l'h", district of Parkur which litls directly north of the

Bheyla range of hills above menti ouad, is dis tingllishtld from the

neighbouring countries by extending farhhar into the Runn. and

making greHl ~er alill>roaches to eutch. as it wore. than them. There

is also a raniIG of hills on it which I learn is like those of
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of Cutch and which have ~he appearauce. at a di:~tal!c&. of billing

Jlk~(b to fit into one anothsr. 'l'h0(2& hills are.. separat.ed from f)",djh

oth.s!" by tl low tract of Rur,n. u,lwaniG of thirty miles in breadth

wIthout Ii< tree or bush intervening. so that they are distinctly

visible from one another in a cbal' day. and it was on conhmIJla­

ting them that I first formed the 013illion of Sind and Cutch hi.cling

bOim uni ted. Parkur is E,1Gh a disturbed state. and the al)olle of

such faithless race. Lhat I have been Yjrevented hitherto from. . ,

visiting it. and hand s,)"cimens of the rocks would b·) little satis­

factory; nor does Illy observation enable me to say vFJry much of the

tract which extendS from it to ~he Indus. I have viBited Ballyarea

which iB 1ll01'(9 t han half' way to' theRivel' from :Purkw: and fonnd the

country to De nothing but uand"' hills, and which I 1@arn1; was also

the only intervening feature he1;ween Parkur arrel the Indu8. 'Pi,e

cOlUltry about Ullah ouml I have already described. End aHho Y

without thuse san~ hills [J€lculiar to the '1.'hurr. it<> geH i3lul foaturOl

are siJniLtr. Mel. but for the late inundation. \'Io\llCl no doubt havliJ

OMn exactly in accordancc with it. 1 llC' not therefore cOIwe:tve.

thut because the coun t'~rJmrt of the Puchum und Khuner hills. is RllI:
•

not found 011 tho Sind Ehore. oc the Parkur ones a,rt'1, it Hl !.my way0."-'

des troys the b':'lli e1' tila t the countries Wl~re uni ted. au it i [; more

may have reeambl@u the Thurr new describeu. Parkur too I lem'n

is paninsulated. which it,; to be 'lccounted lor by the fOl'ce or the

wa tel'S tha t overflowed the Ru.rm at some period, I)ein{; checked in

their progl'ees by its hills. !.md frO!'l l,h~ above I tt.11I inclined to
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to believe that the Hunn of Cutch W4lZ fOr'L1®d oy an influx of \;ator

that disunited tho hills of dhoyla and l'arkur and which perhajls

waS the effect of un earthquuko. As th6 resortil~ to such an all

~owerful alternative as an om'thquake, ~hich is but dubiously

rocorded by oral tradi tion, to account for the alterations that

have taken place in any trad of country must over be viewed i";ith

EusITJicion, it ViiH be [1&8i1'aole to clear Up the improoabilities

against such an evant havinc; happi.m"d.

Taking it for Granted that Cutch had at Olla p~riod boen

united to the leind, th~ rivor Indus would flow as it now doss on

the wede1'n sido between it and Sind pro[J\'Jr, and the mover Loonee

and Dunnas8 On the eastern sid~bit\1'Hm it and Guz.,rat, the ,Josi­

tion [.Cud course of the BLUlllUSS,' which makes it disemboguc its

wattH'S at the haad of the gulf of Cutch. would leave no doubt

that they escaped in that directi::m. by a prolong.'ltion of its

91'1.3 8 9111; chanrwl; but we are not oqually certain of the GaUSQ

which tho Laona Hiver th:lt conveys the wata!' from tho mountains of

Ajml'ire. lifould taka a~t@r raachillg as fffi.' d01fIl as l'lurra batao I

am inclined hown-~r to believe that tho m<lrO jJrobablo courSe wou:ki

be towards ~he Indus across t:l0 presfmt Bunn J.ll a dh';;lc tion nearly

fnrallal to that groat rivoJ~ 8.11(1;,l1ich the Pm:kur hills J1ay han

~r8vented from offecting a junction 11i5h01' ul9, ~o that its waters

would thus enter the Slla by l.uckput.

Soue of our maps havo r~ivon a clottod line l'lDpr(}iie:atirH" the

coursa of "chiiJ rival' as I have nOl'I statf}d. but it Ll:.lSt be pun.lly

hy}oi;h3tieal and no~ all all i'olmdoQ on fac ,; or nat i vo information,
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information, for there is now, and I can speak from personal ob­

servation, no channel of any rlver crossing the Runn towards the

Indus,and I have no doubt it was a mere surmise of Major nennell

who had the most imperfect and incorrect information concerning

this river which seems to han c~iv.n him more trouble than any

other in his memoir, he was not aware, however of the extent or

Geography of the Runn of Dutch though h. talks of the Puddur River

(the Loonee is evidently meant) losing itself in the sands of the

desert North of Dutch. Water it is known forces itself easily

into auy tract with a previous chaulld, fiasul'e or crevice, and

having establiShed the co~r~e of these rivers we r~ve little ~if­

ficult;y in believing i.hat, as, a gJ;eater column of rain Wi:ttor flow­

ing down any of them (allof}~ho.s)\) banks aN low) woald widen the

channel, so, a greater influx of sea water forcing itself u~

would readily overflow a low tract and the j Lillction of the body

from the Bast and the :Yed, or l.oonoe wi th the bun~ws and Indus;

sfl}eed.ily form an inle.ntl soa or lake, such as ths !~re[Hmt Runn has,

in my mind been, with the various inlets oastward of Parkur. The
earthqulltke of 1()19 made num"rous fissures. in the Bunn in different

placl!ls .:.nd i han it from tho most undoubted c:uthori ty of eYO-

wi tnesS8S \;hat iJillIWUSe. quantities of black lJluddy water were eject­

ed from thes@ openinG'S for a !Jeriod of three dayfJ, Hnll that the

wa tor 0 bu)ulftd 011 t of the wellL of the Hunrwo Lill it overwhEtlmed,

the country in !JOHle jJlal'3s wi th six, 80VOll, uwi even ten feat of
i

/\w.ter and the. t the <~h,,@hGlrds Iii th dif ficulty savl1lcl tlwmselves and

. their flocks. If, in later ti"liIB, such an extraordinary increase
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increase of wahr On the Runn could have taken !,lace from an

.arth~uake it renders my view of the subject of its being only a

recurrence of former events extremely probable.

The natives however, carry their traditions further than of

the Runn's having been merely a navigable sea and point out the

positions of the seaports on its banks, one f~x of which is on

a riv.r 20 miles north, north wast of Bhooj near the Bunn and

which, from coins found in its vicinity and in my ~08session is

certainly near the site of an old town. In the palsy of the coun­

try it is described as "Nerona nuggar - tltrr judhse Goontree

Chitrano ll or in oth8r words, that it waS a town and a bunder

(terr) when Goontree, a:aix' .·.IilJ.l:~ncient ci ty in Cu toh, t he ruins'

of which I have described elsewhere, was in the Chitrano.

Charee a village on a river about ten miles from the ruins

of the aboVl9 mllntioned ci tv is also said to haVill had it harbour
" ,

, close to it at Keera hill on the Runn banks. lance mentioned

in another ~lace that the Puchum p.o~le had traditions of like

~lac@s and of boats being wrecked on the hills of that island,

and have since ascertained the site of Dorut Doh or Dohe8, one of

them to be on the northern side of the dunnell Westwar'd of Kaora,

not far from Phangevurro and both of which arll1 said to have beem

landing' ~laces. Bitara, a wand or shepherds hamlet au the Bunnee,

six miles ,from Laona, and between it and Raoma Ka Bazar, is said

likewisll ~o han been one of them indeetl there is no end to the

list. The Thurr or Sind side also is re~orted to havi had its har

bours, Ballayree is said to have been one, Ningeer, a deserted
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deserted village between it and the Indus, another, and about 8
miln from that River on the W~S t of the road from Outchto Raoma

and about th, same dis-tanc. south, is pointad out the minsof a

city as large as Bhooj which has bun built of brick called'Velgo

gud and said to han been. the principal slla port, but it is now

quite deserted and on the bankS of the liunn fairly on dry land.

l1h. inhabitants call this sea "Kiln" a name, I confess, from

which I can draw no infi-nnc. but it is impossible to discredit

the testimony of a whole body of 0eo~11!l, who, livin~ away from

each other, and pursuing different avocations, informed me of th.~

traditions at different ,eriods and I, fortunately have stumbled

on a fact, which, if wl~t is above stated be only sufficient to

shew that the Bunn has been underwa.ter, wiJJ prove it to han bun

navigable.

During the time the water was ejected from th~ cracks, by the

01ll.r thqu&.b numerous l'ieces of iron and shifJ-nail,; wer8 thrown u18

&t rhangwurro the port before mentioned, and in digging tanks at

di ffH8nt @arts of the J.lUnlle41 clo$(I u~on the Hunn, similar }'lieces

have been found; the llleoiile indeed sLce 1819 freouently fall in

with them, and as those who had Seen them assured me, they were

no t im~lemants of agriculture b.u.t clearly thl< iron us"d in boats

and found only mar the BUIm, Y./roof mora incontrovertible could

hardly be wished for on ~~y suoj.~t. Nor do I give ,this important

bet from I'81'ort for I had it irOlR the mouths of r.s~.ctabl$ men

at Nurra who were eye-witnesses and who declared to me that they

lw.d never fallen in wi th any thing of such a descri f:i ti on previous
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previous to tho groat earthquake of 1819.
llior~ov$r tha whols Northern face of Cutch bordering onl the

RUllil from Lucput to J3hayla, with tho exception of a few miles here

anet thol1ll1; presents $i thor a. rocky or &levated bank much of th0

same description as that of Khure61r beforo given, tho' lawaI'.

Jetwe&n liurra and Luci9ut III particular the rocks terminate abru/ilt­

ly, and do in reality form what would be call.d bays, cliffs,

head lamis, .tc•• if the water washtd undor them; and which I

IH''0SUlllG indicate tha utent to which the w&,ter lal_l!Iro.acherl when the'

tr~ct was first overflowed. Where the inrrnediate vicinity of the

RULm is not of this descril"tion~hfJn are hills not far in the

inh:dor and where th.ro are not, the Ru,nn stretches in land ­

exaotly as water would do when rtotresisted. In War,ur the Northern

prollwrHa.ry of ilill13 which li as o[i[losi te Parkur hBS bun almos t cut

off from thl! main land from the absence of hills, and Ii belt of

BUlill pa.13SIlS ll'llar across from Jattawarra to Futtihr:ud. indeed I

question if u~ some ).I6rioo., this may not han be0u uetached alto­

getr,@r frou) Wagur and l'8joiI1lld by lit deoreas!Il or. recession of the

water. Its present ~osition is that of an island almost and I can

not haltb ~hinking ~ha t this goes ,r6ry far to elucidate the causeS

which may han diltatcnect Gutch from Sind and that~he tract which

lay OIlcll bOltwe,m thes8 countries, was of this descri~tion. low

and wi thou t hills', far whenever then is an island or phee of dry

llillld in th.. Hunn i ~ 1S invariably rocky and hilly I now these are

procisilll,yG!l\i:l parts winch It would be m08t difficult ta have swept

away Iil.ud which consequently still nmain as, I b§1i~Vl'l, memorials
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memorials of a once more h089i tablo region, than t hat by which

they are now environed.

'l'h0 Bunn eastward of Cutch between Guzuat (if I can so can

it) and it, is as w~ll be observed narrow, Chorar an inhabitated

island with numerous vinaS-as in it, internning. That this tract

has bun involved in the is ame catastrolDhe as th61 Bunn a.ppears to me

more than grobablo, for it is a low flat country with only a few

dilninutive rising grounds on its nor them side. In OM of thes!!

j '1" -. "u. J,oei:f3 G'.;0 II 'I',,1l1cn r')~tr mile8 Zl:()m Dookll'.mr,CiJ" th€lre i8

stUllO ofaX'ol and Yn"! ·11)~·'1' l'O'( "1il,·····
-'_ ~"., ' ...... '- v~ ,

h ' ' ''' ..1,,0 iJ:t .llltJu, ftiT'Joarancel _ . but

Lo tn-ke ".,"j ~J' e::l. I..'~. i'"
i:'~ ._' ..... LJ

, . ] - 'l' f., .-.""'" nr.'.-'·to.. 1 .... l.ll.1 • ..; ..I!>' '.,liC, 1

1
'1.. l' ',', " "L' <.,. 't ;)8 ·~l'lu.V1'a1 1:;·)O",i t) it lE. ,'u.ffiui;mt j'or me to_ \ un. ~"., 1. ~

If!) been under

.r·"O'Ji (""ni- '~'V'~~ l' ,i· "'1' 'dt'l 1'0j ..~"l ,J.l....J_J., "'l~;"" '" \. ---'

tho Gout{ t i~~ ./10t so dopressed
, I

I

gulf end Lelc pu t creek ~~iv~ aceJ~S to
"

in th3 Hunn annu-

ally



annually (as afterwards ulIlain0d) I look UPOIl the conclusion

to be obvious, that. betweon Gutch ~nd bind there at one ~iriod

intervened an inland sea which was navigable, and that there arft

circumstances in the present state of this traot which do not

render ittoo imjrobable to billliev&. that this inland Sea JJlIiy have

be.n f~x~ fOl~~d by an influx of water from the ocean consequent

on Some convulsion of nature which sums to have detaohed ahe one

oountry from another.

Presuming therefore tba t thtl Bunn has Once been a nlAvip,'abl.

sea I now shall Mtn LtlfJon the subjeot of itspresl'wt state whioh

i£;;Llli!ithllr that of i:; navigable sea ur one at all. I ts being deno­

miuilchd a marsh has. in my o~illion, given rise to llllilny erroneous

imf,Jl'essiollS COlil:@rlling it. It h~s none' of th~) oharaotQlristics of

ontl, it iiil not conred or sa.tura.t~d with w<'.\hl' but at certain 'ltr-

iods> it has nei th@r W8ilcLb nor gr~J,l,s i.n its bed, which ins had. of

being slimy ib lllard. llry- (:J.wl Etmc\y of buch a. consistency as ntlver

~ivGS way unhss a long continuance of wdel' on any individual

srlot, have converted it into clay. which is rare. nor is it otho1'­

wis® fenny or swampy. It is in reality but the dried up bottom of

an ext'Dnsive inland sea, which from having oneil beell overwhelmed

with water, mon l'9adily l'filceivas what flows into it from blling

lc,7lilj~ thau other Jjlcll'ts of the country.

'l'ha ("rand BlU1ll is that ,oad which lies bflltw@onthe iihnds

"D ) d K'h ., ". d ' 1 th t·· b t . f'01 i U0 lUm hn .' ul' eel' ana .::>In • G10 0 ar par S· o@wg u ram1 10&-

tious of it, uD.d tll\3 nativlls in SptHl.king of the navigable sea han

always in view this iwdioll or it. The places which I han before
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bd'ore described as its sea ports in Gutch, Ghane and Neromi an

it is to be observocl, not on the [;lain Runo but on th$ narrow

bnlllch whieh separates it from trw J3unuo!'l.
I

Those on the othor

hand situated on tho ,illllllee UB DOInG Doh (ltc, I t"ke to hil'!® beon

on the J.ill.J;S of the gnat BUI!ll.

'fhe J3unrlBC1 B, t prec",mt i:o not affected by tho inroad of sea

wa ter bu t simply by rain and nevorhas, as far as I can jud';@ and

ll~arn. formed ,Uly jJw,rt ,)1' til,:) Bunn. In appeararlea it is a low

tract,but nOGlvithstandill,'; itc1 humidity it is much hiGher than the

lovel of th;) Bunn, "mel novel' like it flooded; indllfJd I1any [Jarts of

it 8.1'@ inlJiilbi l;ateil even in the rainy 2,eason, the hiGhes t jJarts

being u:::tripe ;)f lamt in it::; centre l·u.nnill~; from Ear.; t to ~11'(~s t'v , all

)f' which I'VTOi).n; Gll'!) ';;r&dition of .its bUIJJJ'~rs. 'Phil exid*nc(1J of

such d low l;l'act at all l1'Jartowhen the "sa had ffiwl@ such an

inuruiati'm may perhaps excite relilark but its safety no doubt ori­

.sina C~'\ in i Lf' bei.ng reeove,i at EOnle dis tan8e from the eours e by

-;,vhicl1 t.h:) watecf.' OUCGf'Jd 'lild baing south uf \vhaL if:) &'ctll~j_,J_;I their

':hen the l'fUllil waf) ni1viCsuole, I,lwX'Q is JIO thing more natu.ral than,

liko the ,dud Dlmks 01 tl1'.' oc eau, i 1; L!lOulcl (,o1.l:;inue to extend i t-

Bivers a1'$ often known t I) be ehoko,l u@ by sand from a vessel

sinking in the channal awl it is not moo much to bl»lievlI th;" t the

ll1JJmeQ may have had such an efhct in changing thl3 Runn in i t8

imJllotliate vicinity from a navigable to a shallow "Ila. B~t thlil blllLt
- QJ~r'es

of RLUln bcttw,)mn the Bunnee and Gutch jjroves this in a l!,uatL.. for
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for it is not ®ntiroly of sarm as oth~r ~m·ts of thQ Runn, but

b.,tweon NUl'ra and Laona and soma other j9ldcee, it is slightly

oVllrp;rown with verdurllJ fond which, in~roc!)ss of time, will I hiilVt)

no doubt, ohauga into BunnP,@ and be joined to Cutch. .~hera are

no leE;8 ho\v@viE' than l;walvll rivers that now into this b~1t from

Ou tc1'1. all of which, from the ma tter cl'lEJosit@d by them, mus t tend

to aaals t in fillinG up this part of the Hunn and indlllad 1tIE"

these very rivers whieh have in my mind fin; t formed the Bunm)$

an tl!Jri or, I erl!Jsume, to the i\unus b/f)inr.; na\ligablill.

Th",se rEmarks ap ,ly howevmr to only on" p"rt of our ~;ubj eet

and account out for' the .c,"cession 01 tlw water aartially but thl!!

same callBes oleratc 111 a leEr: degro!) in the gr;nd Dunn whei'(jl thllI'll

ttre also nume{"211S ,;amt banks.

It is Hlllrlarent hO\V<1Jver in all 1;h" southOlrn (;Oii\~?t; of Clitch

that the sea has ree.cled und. it Seems to bt\ a Pl.'i/l tty· [feneral con-J,.r ~ .)

c1uf:\.lon in ,~(~olor,y thut thel'e has beau a depression of the seas

level throughout the globe tho' ttl"r" fiXe a fi,w ~lhi.Gf'S, I. am aware

in which this fJro~Jositlon would not be true. But in addition to

this r8(;0SBion, the riven: that now into the hunIl froN the North

. and Eaf,t would· also de:i}Of'i t s>.md. fJnd the ~;outh 1:IB81;$1'1y winds

iJ/hieh, to this day blow up th'3 water 1'1'01,1 the Wewlia and Lueput

time wou.ld CUllse l, lIa t redl.iJ.ndancy of ';~;Hll ill' \lould I"(,)llder th,) Bunn

som9thing like a Bane1 bank that is oVfll'flo·Ned by the tide. That

it is ,ib0'l0 tho J3,,81 of thJG~a at the .lJreE;,mt tim" if] obvious

for it required stronr~ ('linda to flood it. TakinG if; for r~ranted

that the RUl1Il has onol,l 0gen land it may be Ilatunlly asked th<~n
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then wPy should no t this tract reS wne its original s tah and become

dry lWlQ iit for cultivation. It does not however appear to me

at li'.11 cle~ilr that it ever coulrl bave been g@nera.lly au agricul tura1

cauutly or ot/Hr than what the '1'11u1'1' or .Dunnee is at present, and,

if i~ 3V3r had D@an,che rivors \,hich 110w into it from Cutch carry

alo~lg ,ath l;hem such OJ, body of salina pw:ticllliil as would IilVir pr61­

v0nt its a.gain Jecolf1illi" a:cable lalld. Most rivers an considered

to dqJOs.I,!; salt oi thaI' by ch@ir waters or thli matter whieh they

carry with ~hom and fill was remarked by some African traveller, I

bol i :Dve ,"Gha ,vater of all rivers deposi tlild into an iu1l:wd lab or

SOD. ntlnut an 'Jutlet (as I

sindlil winds only affect it)

lllay. in d d@gl'ee, consid8r' the Bunn,. '

b6com@s iuvariably salt. mareovor

tho riViH't; of Cui;ch run all from Ii! .chain of hills which i;ive 8vi­

dim t i.il'oofs of being in IlfogN8S of decomposition whieh sta ttl, at

all tim~f.>, genor<i.tes ::Jalt in :"nat abundanee, most of th8ill are

actu&l.l1y :.lalt wat~r, anti as this 18 also l;he caSt with nearly

hetif tlHl wells in the country it is not wondorful ~ha t thlll alluvial

dOtJosit of such r.iverD should be as lUuoh at variance with tillag«l

as an inroad of th3 sea itsdf and it should be remarked herll that

thei{iiJ 118 and rivers of ell toh han in many ins tanctlS become salt

from the eartllijuaklll of 1819. So salt indeed is th~ whole tract

of nUUll thf"t for miles inlanJ. frOlU it, the wellS which are dug to

about its lovel yigld only salt water when n@lilrer the surface

fX'$sh is procurable, thQl remains of rain water of oours!), but

th",t fli1!Hl bscomes salt by 1;l1e appraach of the monsoon, the Runn,

as if it wore cont~liinatin~ or corruptin~ it. ~his has occurred

in
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lU saveral places whieh have eome under my o[Jsergation but pal'ti­

c'Jlar1y at 30oil'Jgaum on the G-U,3erat sid" of the Runn.Hain NateI'

ntW'Jr continuas fresh for. any peri all when it falls on the Rurm

ann if it ;10 "ot b<'1(JOfl16 in termixeu. ,Ii til sal t WE!. tar and as I

reTIli;crkecl oefon 'dIe very sea Wf< tel' ill tho noighbourhood of the

IndUS at Sindreo boeomes Ealter than that of tho ocean, and 50

much so as to preven t the fi~;h from frequen ting it as much as

01; tf'r ,Darts. In some fJlaces I have seen the Ru.nn for [nany !lliles

in th01 dry 13"a8011 8J1erusted ')i th real <:""t an inch c1eejel the water

hLFlinfS been evaporatci.l by

•

two lnmpr. of sal t fJach "'.8 larglll m" a man's f is t chr:l~] i;ani:;''ld in to

cubf,;), 'ilhich If'ich.iJd u~ from i:lmOnf~ q\,ti;liltities 011 ;;h~ banks of

1;h6l t,unn.

that llOUd. Gf the Parkur lmr:n in the dis triG t of ueyur. wbJ!"e the-

in f;roat ubundhncc at hardly 811JT lubcur tc~_,he pcor~lQ.. So soon

how.:JVcr u::.. tit 11 \Va tor B of "he ,; 'cream in ter!f;inr{la \'1 i Gh ;; he Runn

and. he.vo no confinr.¥1 d·,,~rllld

1011 ~9r w;coTllpaJ;i>lld ;)y "hl%;0 p;rom <'.no. fertile fields, but disw

:,i}lltG ~hoir it; tJ:o;~s in the [),;xren gull unproliu(' ti \Te desert. and

[
.....__~.",,..,.. p t .. '-oil?~ -1"; ··f~ -':.,1:' -;".',.-, .-'0 tll"~~T _ l- .. 1 1 c:: .- t'·{o.,JJ.ghI l.tll~~ ... 0 lore.t.'1 e .LeI ....... ~.,.• , ,\...c::.~r (J,.>.J ..,<, 0X'JcLll L~Oll. ito>

1t no di~jtaJlt ;)orioc'< (1762) tho Litic.tern brmwh of the Indus

the
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the rich tr1iif~ t b@tween Sindro& and 1ucFU t, known by th@ Hame of

8;1y1'a, und.,hich hat! Deon the form!!r momoir. so minutely described

bui; r,hich. SillC'~ ll)13 hU.E ij;.Jll enhrill;y undel' water. and. from the

!;im", '~llG dUlllS wer0 thrown Ui' in GIW ~uu tal'n branch of ttla Indus. Ii

d·')"Qi"t s teriltlcr1H~L .lHu llxistcnea is however beyond doubt and,
·.;ha u too in diG raemory of man aIlll it clearly mus t have been formed

by ~h,! a11Lr:ial dG,JOsi" ui Lfitl nxu fOilltering river that l,assed

through i i; i;\nd oOllvertmll. ;;Jo fur i.J.b Hs influence llxtlluded. the

hunn into a lmltivu,I,'Jcl iie1Li, not liable, at allY time, to be onr­

HowoLi at' (l)SJtrvyed Dy Lh3 influx of salt water. from which a deduc­

tim ,'iHy Le 'nl1Y fairly IllfHI€l thait it was on a high6lr levol than the

ELtim amJ. a OOllqUfJSG of ~h@ Ind.us frOJi! that tract whiohgolls also

in 2. d.C)g"l'Cf;l 1,0 prove die Cdllse of the present state of the Bunn

1t is u ~ inglllar cil'oums tunOEl howev",r tfla t this portion of the

Hunn. "llich is the only pur t thut hlA:'; uun WOlll os h),blished to have

been onc& uultivatlllCl shoLtlll btil the oIllJ !;lodion now unuer wat-rbut

8.S I befor-e explained, this has bun the rfliOul t of an earthauaklll

and in my opinion inddental on the throwing u@ of the bani: in thll

Eastern branch of the 1n([uf; (soe page d€IVlin of Memoir} which ,r8­
vented the Vlater that rushed in from the saa being impelled up by

what had been its usuul chaihnel.

I GUll ho ever, from ')(u'sonal obs@rvatioll state that this [}art

of i;he RUIln which is now cons tantly covered with water ind8rgoes

nllverthohss considerable clwnr;es for in the cold Sllason wh.n the

north 8aBhrly windslJlredominate it is not above a foot deep in
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in wmy f.l,~ces and f;11@ watt;r rocecttls or is blovra :imto the sea. so

as to leiive th," roud o'Jtw"nn J~oond dud Sind perfectly dry, If no

rain :Zall£; on [;jltl Bunn to Jilois tsn it tlw Bila wu tel' now rarely ex­

ten<ls any di~j timcd but Nh'311 heavy rain saturates it. it becomes as

.1 .<I-.-",i- "f bel' ·"-tl'Jl-' J' "'I' 'il,,1r wuJh.. \.I \.) '-J U . b i Qii't" ( _h.l Clw waG<lr which the south westerly

;/1,,1;,;010'/1 lIj) L'eaJily s;:JoJads oVilrl,he ,i;1Jle SUl'l!i,W0 so that its

£i11i;)g a C i,)l'·3HlIlt is e'11Ia11y to be accounted f or by thlil wind, rain

wIlien wOtlld iJa"Hl £u,eh afhc t w(~re ita navigable

tract.

:funy ,WCOlIiJ ted for iii tho aOOve line of 1:l1'gilj!l$nt which

1S not.H variaJlC~ wHt hydras tJ.t:[qal' ~l'ineipllls J.n !Ii thor f)l'oposi-

tiOD.t)

l';lat thiil naGiv»s of GlItch shoultl attriblIte such a wonderful

Cl1";13}1l IXl d. ",art 01' LJeir GlJUntry to Ghe luna.nce of so l'61pa,!ftodly

hOly i.l mun ill Glulr 8" '(;ima tion as ths l'lbliil' of Demodur. SeelllS to me

but; a eo)rrubo,cutiv~ [J1'oof of thl'"J<~ facts. l'lHl J'ogees of Denodur a.

<it philanchrogic, hospitabh oo<1y of i"IIHl who arl!> much rlHl@l'lchd in

th~ country cmd who 1011011 110 onlll of any ]Jorsuasion to l!HJ.Vl!l their

door hungry. and as thay are b10ss0d with plenty, are thll mos t

likely persOns to bll the l'9[)osi tory, of the his tory and tradi tions tik

liko! thUl monks of ElIl'OtJU. Accordingly those @&o,dll have the mas t

detailed RccolInt of Dhoorumnaths dlHL,S and it may bit. this minute

i~l!lsf)rvation of thl!lUl bJ his followers, which has p,-iven rise to th.

tl:adition alllong the people that theso alterations of the Bunn



Hunn wen bro~ht about by I;he founO.l'r of the Denodur JogellB. as

'3, crdJulous peoph, like thof;e of India, aY'll '''-'nr really \;0 oelieve

'In:v tal.,. absur'd as it may bil, u,her'orl in tiS the offsj'Jrinp,' of one

of 1;11eir 'lads or S!1int:3" In ')1'oof of 1;hiE! tho\! hair" alE;) a story

th0.t the ancc;stors of t)UH'o",ont rei'?:Ld,ng family of "h,) Raos of

coming from

Samee ill Sind, focl trwir- fl,jck, in Cutch; and being patronized by

Now the

that "he family of the taos of Cutch

Mel z.~];ui Gome from Sfl]);tl1e or 1'a t 1;c: in Sind; and did hrul herds Df

cattl@ in Cuteh although they Wlllreeertainly not rl:1i60U to their

H'()SBnt elollat ion by sO'JeacD:ble He method as the si. lllnl® intercl!ls-
~ ~ r

sion of ,ok l.:imcDo Saint.. :3ueh howev~r ib the alt~ratioll 'fillich a

stor" und:'H'rToes if) th8 CO'lr"B of four hundred VitUl'S •.1 '-' 0/

l'he ,Joints whie, 't '1 oecom~7S liOS t difliuult to d0tormin8 is

Flli,Zlll makes Cuteh ~30 much !'lore ,3xt®nsive in its dimonsions, in

the AY''j';lll Achat'y, (at wlla!;'3v8c Btanclard T;he C088 is taken) than

it r\'l6.11y . "'..' tlfJ, Gllal) J. to Sind in hi s tim$.

but a~1Jin that is clearly .not ;he Cl:1c!e siEce hi wrots in the reign

of AcbaX', which COJlliU,lllCed 'oct!; in L.D. 1556 and he even mentions

th", 1, oart of the HUlJ11 bonll)rill's on Kat tywur (Jhalawar) flS being

famouE fOl' thd salt it tH'ocieced lm t as CUGch was ewidently a coun-

try li. t t1,~ knorm to the MahoiIllflD rlan Emp0I'IDrs of Hindoostun this •
au thor hmTe had th'l IWCOUIi t ,

of it by reports that hadJik'l.Y ne gl'lllS.,

. trIJ,vIDlhd down fronl th-3 t lIDe of Mar,mood the Ghiznivide. liho first
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first visited thes@ parts about eight hundred years ago, and in

I havr, hu.,i in view has been

thirty mx
to.ll.'_7 S,' bu t i)() -L'· '''' i- 1'an fo rty. ~",~.J vr .... - ~ J

h' .... ithollt herbage in al1

j)8.:e'tS 'lild Vi3'1,'Cl tabla 1i £'3 is only diBee-rnable in tip sha)"lil of a

st,mlflcl tam"risk betsh which thrives by i tJii auction of thli rain

wuter thc\t ffillls n"ar it. It is I boli,)'!!} !;l space without a

countorpEU't in thi} globlll, diff9riuG' as widl!lly frolli vlhat is termed

th(} sanelY desert as i~G differ:3 froM the clll ti-mtG~ plain, nli ther

does it roselablEl thu Gto,Jp"E of RuccsL, bll t day jmJ ny be consi­

d(!)red of a natlln~ i)l(\culi",I' to itself.
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or "Surab" of the tlmcsd or (dS the naUv,~s most aptly terms it)

th.. Buml. 'rho smallest :3hruDs OIL it 1mv,;, 1 haVll obsorved, at lJ.

th~ Cippt;ara,llOo -')1 i'Q1'8d t c;.ud on ,1 naanJi.' a:),)1'oaoh aSSUIDfii
"'i

At 0 than; ~ hat of breakers

H1 tl1 tall IlldS tel Hseols lyi11g close up to it and all reaching it

GO. aceount lor the dllC/JDtion.,. ~'rOID

it t11@ hills (Jf Cuteh seoms .acre lofty th"'Il thay rlilally are aiid

to l,d'l\) lJj'3rge(~ into th@ clouds their baslilsoeing ob8cured. by V!'1fl-

our"

which

A '''1' 1(1' ,<C' 0,~~ . . Ck"-' ....

I

(the only inLabi t~l1t of this d&BoliJ.h rltr;iou)
.." .

i:i1ld. so lcng av; the sun shiulils, the whole sU1Toundillg space, the'

elr.y If,nd, rElsemi:>leH a V8J.:t (lJxjJdllse of o<;e~m which is tha app''lar­

~mce thu BUill} oO![llr,onl;y ",:;.)E'.lliilc)S, ::md .. hieh, is only to be distin­

gl.libheLl, Irom i'Ill1:;'.L "uter, ,).1 ,J80tlle who are long habituahd to such

visio.18.1'y cl'3lus ions •

.iht};, t.il() t,LUl is IlO GshiniIl'; the Hc1.11n appears to be higher at

sive Sh'3Gts of ,yater ,,,,ud is also of courSIil 'GO be (l<;oounted for by

Camp at Lucr-Jut
13 th August'lo28

. Sd. 1\1 ex.Bu.rnes ,
i)epTcy 4ss t. ',ir .1iIr •General in Outeh.

No'te ••• I have s ta terl in the ahove !1<ileer that I was unaequlitint

ad wi th any J1lontion of th8 RU.'m's having been coni>idered a navi~

"''''.h1 ..
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navigabh S\\l!J. and gave with considerable diffidence therefore the

conclusions which I hid come to on this 8ubj~ct. out it is pecu­

liarly gratifying to m0 to huve discover\\ld sinC\\l my departure from

Gutch that Captain Me. Murdo, so long sinc0 as August 1815. in his

military m\\lmoir on Kattywar, had expressed a similar o@inion. and

as the @art of the Bunn described by him, namely that bordering on

Katt~var, is not the Fortion I have described, nor that from which

I have drawn my conclusions. 1 look u!wn every word of the followiR

extract from Gaptain M. as corroborative argument in SUPt.ort of the

fir£t proposition that the rlunn has been a navigable sea.

"The Runn has eV8ry aPiJe arance of the Sea having shortly wi th­

"drawn from ito 'l'his is supported by the sernblance and production

"of the neighbouring COUlltry and large stones are found on this

"shon sl!Vllral miles from the present Runn, of a descri ption siihi­

"lar to those used as anchors - they have holas bored through for
(

"the Cable. On thQ shore at difi'ennt plac~s are shown small an-

"cient buildings called Dan Derees or housEis where the dan or

"customs Wllre colhcted, and in short, it is a tradi tion in the

"country that Khot'. a village t.:o miles East of 1'ikur. was a Sfla­

I~por t ij,own. About fif ty years sinca the wlleck of a vessel of a

$iz$ far b@yond that of any of the Craft now in use in the Gulf of

Gutch. was discovered at hawania, sunk in the mUd. about fifteen

flfnt. 1'he Sea is gradually encroaching there and has assumed the

"shat)fl of a d30p and narrow Creek which, at low water. is left dry.

"As the bank was Garded away the Wrllc!i bl1lcanle tlIxposed and the tim­

"bar was usmd in th@ village of Wawania for fuel. there was no iron



"iron in the vessel, she was bound by Cordage of Coiro '£h, cir~

tfcUIIlStances would induce a bdief "hat at some former period the

"Gulf of Gutch penetrated vecy high ull to the Eastward although

"it is a wdl known fact, that it hHs been increasing lor thtlise hi

"laS t hundnd years during which peri od it has been much enbrgsd".

Extract from M.S. Memoir on Kattywar by Lieutenant Me. Murdo

August 1815.
lhat the gulf of Cutch has been encroaching for the last ~un­

dred yearst I much question, but if it be so, it certainly has not

been upon Cutch itself. but towards the Eastward for. in the memory

of man, the width of the gulf has been contractedl as its waters,

about fifty years ago ap@roach~d close u,30n the walls of Mandavi.

and now th(\l sea is three hundred yards distant and is receding

yearly. So much indeed has this been the courSe of events through_

out. th'lt about three miles IilIbbve the present town of Mandavie the

natives point out the nmains of a town called by the "Old Manda­

vie" which is biBlieved to hau btBon a sea port three hundred years

since and near which old coins an s Lill frequtmtly found - the

'fi81ds about it too are strewed with shells. all of which is

against the opinion expr9ssed of the sea encroachir~ but the creek

which whieh Captain Me.Murdo alludes to near Wawania 'bunder in

which the wreeli was laid open might easily have been brought about

without a general aF!@roach of the gulf wa ter. as the course of a

rivulet or the most trifling cause would easily turn water which

is blown u, by the winds.

Since my arrival in Bombay I have also had an op!,ortuni ty of

•
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of oonsulting Arrians history of Al®xander the Great's expodi­

tion, and am fully convinced from a !)(!Irusal of it that Al®xaruhr

never enttllred Cuteh as his profess®'i object from the day ho reach

$U Puttala; ind'3sd, from the hm!1l his army mutinied on thl'J

Hyphasis was to COllVtty his nllet by wat0r to Susa "to prove that

th® Indian Gulph has a cOimuJlication wi th the PerSian" Re"he h3d

a vas t ambi tion of sailing all thro' the sea from India to Persia"

No allusion is wUitev®r mad(j) to th& conquerors' desire to ~,.n.­

trattB further into India, and his sailing down both the branches

of Lha Indus below Tatta was not with a view of exploring the

b(j)st. ~assage to that country, but the most eligiblo one for his

fleet to pass thl'!ough. On his sailing down th(j) len branch

Arrian says that "when nsar thll.mouth thereof he came to a certain

"lake formell either by the river spreading wide QJVlIr a flat coun­

"try or by additional streams flowine in from the adjac@nt parts

"and makin'" it IiMiHHD.ar lih a bay in the se[,J.". Here it was he6 .!,;..I.

left 1eonatus and sailed with "some biremes and triremes to a

"creek which his pilots directed him to and thro' which he sailed

'into the OClllan and found the pasSaee much sa;f-er and easier than :b.m:

"th. other" - and from which circumstance h@ landed wi th a )iJarty

of horse, and travelled three days along the coad to try if he

could find bays or creeks to secure his f189ts from storms causing

wells to b. dug, as Arrian says, "to sUP!Jly his navy wi th water".

Surely then he must han travelled westward in the diroction his

fleet was to sail, or what utility would bays limd creeks to the

eastward, or wells dug in that direction have been. It has been

sunnised that Alexander would have had a most difficult march



march through the delta but it is axprllssly stated that when he

fir'..3t resolnd to sail down to thl1l ocean"he sent Leona-tuB with a

"thousand horse and abou.t eight thou.sand heavy and light armed

"foot through the island of Pattalla thut they might mellttha flellt

"on thil other sidl1l" and as Leonatus Iilncountered no difficulty in
•

pli<lsing jJJ.rongh it is not likely that Alexander Vlould uperienclJ

any. Besides hIS had his boats with him and as his march would bill

along the beach h. could easily trans.@ort his cavalry acrosS any

rivers which intervwned. Alexander dreaded the dangers his fleet

would have to encounter. but was not at all ignorilllt or the di­

r@ction in which they WIre to sail. that he should -make such iii.

mistake as to travil and dig wells to the eastward. indeed in' the

XXI Cha~hr of his 6th Hook, Arri'~ mentions that whlBn Alllxmndlllr

had proceeded on his return as fur Westward as the River Arabins

hl1l turnel towards the octtan "that he might cauSe illQr.!l wellsto be

"dug for his fle,t" and caused Leonatus to tarry then till the

flemt should sail round thlBSe coasts". Now in my mind this second

anxiety which is she\m by Almxander on account of water for his f

fleet justif'i1BS th!! inhrerwtl that his three days journey along

the coast waS in the direction hi£1 flut was to sail. elSll why

shou.ld the historian have ~sed Ghe word ~.

It is certainly not .x~lained by Arrian why Nearchus' fleet

did not sass thro' tho most eastern branch of the Indus altho',
Alexander had found it the safest and best. The description of

this branch as being at its mouth lib a "bay in the sea" is quite

characteristic of many of th@ mouths of 1;he IndUS. which lose
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loslll thems01vos in rens and S\fIWlJllS sometimes forming lakes, which

communicate with the Sea by small o~iIInings thro~ one of which

no doubt Alexander sailed. rrh€l Lucpu t branch has no rl!lsemblliUlcli

howeur to the One describet by Arrian for it widens greatly at

its mouth, nor has it any communication with the other branches

of the Indus but during the swell in tile Binr. 'rho gnater part

of the water of the IndUS escapes by the Wanyanee br&nch, which

18 between the most Eastern and mos; We stern mouth, and which in

all probability is ti~ le~t branch th1'o' which Alexander passed

to the ocean ~he second tilIHt, and th1'o' which he intended his

nee t to sail.


