
https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/ 1

Colorado Drought
High School Hazard Lesson
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Setting the Stage
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Soybeans show the effect of drought. Photo Credit: Bob Nichols, USDA
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Driving Questions:
What environmental factors contribute to drought?

How do scientists expect drought frequency and severity to 
change in the future? 

What You Will Be Doing: 
● Analyze environmental data to classify patterns of 

drought severity in Colorado.
● Communicate information about the causes and effects 

of drought in your community. 
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Part 1: What do you know about drought? 
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Watch: Drought conditions similar to 2012-13

5

What do you know about drought? 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NERthvNN_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NERthvNN_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7NERthvNN_I
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What do you know about drought? 
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Part 2: How is drought measured?
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Watch: Assessing Drought in the United States 

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7F6QwRqyVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7F6QwRqyVI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7F6QwRqyVI
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How is drought measured?
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Explore the US Drought Monitor Drought Classification table

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About/AbouttheData/DroughtClassification.aspx
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Part 3: Based on the evidence, which drought 
severity classification should Colorado receive 
in April 2013?
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Based on the evidence, which drought severity 
classification should Colorado receive in April 
2013?
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Based on the evidence, which drought severity 
classification should Colorado receive in April 
2013?
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April 23, 2013 Source: NOAA US Drought Monitor Data Snapshots
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https://www.climate.gov/maps-data/data-snapshots/usdroughtmonitor-weekly-ndmc-2013-04-23?theme=Drought
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Part 4: How do scientists expect the frequency 
and severity of Colorado’s droughts to change 
in the future?
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Figure 25.3: Severe Drought Reduces Water Supplies in the Southwest
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https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/chapter/25#fig-25-3
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Figure ES-2 (page 3) from the Climate Change in Colorado Executive Summary report

How do scientists expect the frequency and 
severity of Colorado’s droughts to change in the 
future?

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://wwa.colorado.edu/climate/co2014report/Exec_Summary_Climate_Change_CO_Report_2014_FINAL.pdf
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Based on current data, what kind of drought 
conditions do we expect in the near future?
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Based on current data, what kind of drought conditions do we expect in the near 
future? Write a letter to the editor that explains current drought conditions in your 
community. To find current drought conditions, use the data sources from Activity 
2.2 and Colorado’s Drought Response tool.

Your letter should include: 

● Address the letter “Dear Editor,”

● The first sentence should introduce the topic, and explain why readers should 
be concerned about drought

● What conditions lead to drought

● An explanation of the current drought conditions (include data on current 
snowpack levels, reservoir storage, and drought intensity)

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://drought.web.app/home
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Based on current data, what kind of drought 
conditions do we expect in the near future?
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Colorado’s Drought Response Tool

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://drought.web.app/home

