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Colorado Wildfire
Middle School Hazard Lesson
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Setting the Stage
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Wildfire burns through the Black Forest area near Colorado Springs, 2013. Photo Credit: 
https://vimeo.com/84393594
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Driving Question:
How have wildfires changed in Colorado over time? 

Learning Goals:
• Analyze wildfire data to identify patterns of wildfire 

history and risk in Colorado. 
• Communicate information about the causes and effects 

of wildfires in your community. Explain what community 
members should do to be safe in the event of a wildfire. 
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Part 1
How is wildfire risk changing in Colorado?
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Watch: Colorado's Forests: Past, Present and Future
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How is wildfire risk changing in Colorado?

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5MVM6R9nCU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t5MVM6R9nCU
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How is wildfire risk changing in Colorado?
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Part 2
Jigsaw Station 1: Colorado Wildfire Fast Facts

Read: Colorado Planning for Hazards—Wildfire (First 3 sections only)

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.planningforhazards.com/wildfire
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Jigsaw Station 1: Colorado Wildfire Fast Facts

Read: Colorado Planning for Hazards—Wildfire (First 3 sections only)
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https://www.planningforhazards.com/wildfire
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Jigsaw Station 2: How Wildfires Start

Read: Elements of Fire

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://smokeybear.com/en/about-wildland-fire/fire-science/elements-of-fire
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Jigsaw Station 2: How Wildfires Start
Lightning vs. Human Caused Wildfires (2001-2019)

Rocky Mountain Region California

Human-Caused Wildfires

Lightning-Caused Wildfires
Data from: National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC)

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.nifc.gov/fireInfo/fireInfo_stats_lightng-human.html
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Data from: National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC)
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Jigsaw Station 3: National Wildfire Trends
Annual Wildfires and Acres Burned (1990-2019)
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https://www.nifc.gov/fireInfo/fireInfo_stats_totalFires.html
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Infographic from: Coloradan Alumni Magazine

Jigsaw Station 3: National Wildfire Trends

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.colorado.edu/coloradan/2017/12/01/infographic-wildfire
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Explore: Wildfire maps (look at each month)
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Jigsaw Station 4: Location and Frequency of 
Wildfires in Colorado

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://wwa.colorado.edu/climate/extremes/maps/index.html#wildfires
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Explore: Wildfire maps (look at each month)
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Jigsaw Station 4: Location and Frequency of 
Wildfires in Colorado
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https://wwa.colorado.edu/climate/extremes/maps/index.html#wildfires
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Jigsaw Station 5: Wildfire Risk in Colorado

Read: Colorado State Forest Service Colorado’s Wildland-Urban Interface

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://csfs.colostate.edu/wildfire-mitigation/colorados-wildland-urban-interface/
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Jigsaw Station 5: Wildfire Risk in Colorado

Explore: Colorado State Forest Service Colorado’s Wildland-Urban Interface

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://csfs.colostate.edu/wildfire-mitigation/colorados-wildland-urban-interface/
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Jigsaw Station 6: Wildfire Safety

Read: National Weather Service Wildfire Weather Safety

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/wildfire
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Jigsaw Station 6: Wildfire Safety

Read: National Weather Service Wildfire Weather Safety
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Jigsaw Station 6: Wildfire Safety

Read: National Weather Service Wildfire Weather Safety

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.weather.gov/safety/wildfire
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Part 3
Wildfire Expert Interview
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Wildfire Expert Video

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=cai_yDNzCMU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cai_yDNzCMU
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Waldo Canyon Wildfire Case Study Videos 
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● Evacuating the Waldo Canyon Fire (3:42)

● The Waldo Canyon fire: Remembering it five years later 
(1:51)

● The Waldo Canyon fire, five years later: Colorado 
Springs rebuilds (1:14)

● The Waldo Canyon fire, five years later: Restoring the fire 
ravaged land (2:16)

https://cires.colorado.edu/outreach/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P43RUtldg4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMJm87Ro0rM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEJMS_zbjqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NEJMS_zbjqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cN5-2E7UwZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cN5-2E7UwZI
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Local Wildfire News Story
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Prompt: Create a local news story in a format of your choice (see 
options below), that summarizes important information for people in 
your community to prepare for and understand wildfire risk.

The format choices for the local wildfire news story include:
● Newspaper article with one picture and one graph or map (one 

page)
● Radio story (2-3 minutes in length)
● Video newscast (2-3 minutes in length)

Use the outline in your worksheet to compile information for your 
news story. 
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