
Konrad “Koni” Steffen
1952-2020 

A CIRES virtual service for our colleague // Wednesday, September 16, 2020
3-5 pm MDT // Via YouTube Livestream

A Celebration of Life

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9H0PejBF__E&feature=youtu.be


Program

Konrad Steffen: A Celebration of Life
Wednesday, September 16, 3-5 pm MDT 

YouTube Livestream (log in if you wish to use the chat functionality)
Navigate here to add your thoughts during interactive moments of the event: 

https://pollev.com/CIRES2020
Live speakers

Waleed Abdalati, CIRES Director and Koni’s former graduate student
Susan Avery, former CIRES Director

William M. Lewis, CIRES Fellow and Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Stein Sture, Former Vice Chancellor for Research, University of Colorado Boulder

John Stevenson, Former Dean of the Graduate School, University of Colorado Boulder
Recorded eulogies

Ron Weaver, Retired, National Snow and Ice Data Center
Mark Serreze, Director, National Snow and Ice Data Center

Liam Colgan, Koni’s former graduate student
Eric Rignot, University of California Irvine and NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

Boulder Daily Camera Obituary, August 23, 2020

It is with great sorrow, but with many wonderful memories, we say goodbye to Koni Steffen. On 
the 8th of August 2020, Koni passed away in a tragic accident in his white paradise of Greenland. 
He is peacefully at rest at his research station, ‘Swiss Camp,’ which he founded in 1990. His stations 
across Greenland will continue to record data, as they have for the past 30 years, continuing to 
provide insight into the climate change currently taking place. His life’s work will live on forever. 

“I think there is some kind of myth that, oh, we need scientists to solve this problem. Science is 
there to give an insight, but the community together with scientists have to solve the problems.” 

Konrad Steffen 

We will think of him often, but especially when the smell of coffee fills the air or snow peacefully 
falls from the sky. 

Due to the current pandemic, the family will announce the memorial service at a later date. He is 
survived by Anico Steffen and Johnathan Whittaker (San Francisco), Simon Steffen (Zürich), Bianca 
Perren and Leo (Canada), Rose-Marie and Gérard Stouder- Steffen (Geneva), Camille and Willy 
Pomathios- Stouder and Morgan (Geneva). In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made to The Swiss Polar Institute, founded by Koni, and Climanosco Org. 

•	 Swiss Polar Institute: CCP 17-714571-6, Swift/Bic: POFICHBEXXX - Ref: Koni 
•	 Climanosco: Climate Science For Everyone - IBAN: CH79 0900 0000 6154 2259 6, Swift/Bic: 

POFICHBEXXX, OR online https://shop.climanosco.org/donations/donate/ Ref: Konrad Steffen

https://youtu.be/9H0PejBF__E
https://pollev.com/CIRES2020
https://shop.climanosco.org/donations/donate/

